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Remembering Gideon 


By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


HEN Heaven called to Gideon 
He was a-threshing wheat ; 
And so am I, for English husks 
Hold here the Truth complete, 
Which is the bread of life we fain , 
Would take and break and eat. 


I find a little margin note 
That is a find indeed — 

A Hebrew meaning — all the husk 
Is off the living seed; 

A hand more skilled than mine has threshed 
And left it for my need. 


The Holy Spirit *‘ clothed’’ Himself, 
It makes the record say, 

With Gideon! So he became 
As nothing in the fray 

But just a suit of working clothes 
The Spirit wore that day. 


Oh, I will be a trumpet, Lord, 
To cry aloud for Thee; 

Oh, I will brave the battle’s front 
And charge the enemy ; 

Oh, I will be Thy clothing! Thou 
Shalt be my Victory! 


= a 


Sunshine and the Sun 


We cannot separate Christ from his character, 
—the Holy Spirit from his fruit. Some Christians 
seem to’ think that by imitation, after years of striv- 
ing, we may become to some degree Christ-like. That 
idea is a delusion and a snare. One cannot separate 
sunshine from the sun. One cannot store sunshine 





in a room and then keep it there by drawing down 
the window curtains. That means throwing 

room into shadow or darkness. hine is insep- 
arable from the sun. And so the Christian loses his_ 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, self-control, the moment he 
resists, or grieves, or quenches the Spirit. He ey 
not have these qualities back again until, by yield- 
ing and trusting, he runs up the obstructing shades. 
He may do that instantly. ut why draw the: shades 


at all? 
: “ . 


When Tempted to Argue 

Ought God to ask us to do this or that? That is 
the question that often springs to the lips of men 
and women. We may find a clear word of*God, in 
his Word the Bible, concerning some duty; and then 
we see, or think we see, reasons to question it. So 
we discuss it with ourselves or with our fellows. Let 
us remember the pointed truth: “The laws of God 
were never given to be argued about. The taws of 
God were given to be kept.’ Men may sometimes 
properly question the laws of human governments ; 
even the constitution of a nation may be argued 
about, and by action of a people, may be changed. 
But the constitution of God’s government is un- 
changeable. And it is given, not only as an. expres- 
sion of his supreme and perfect authority, but as 
an expression of his supreme and perfect love, and 
for the blessing of those whom he loved enough to 
lay down the life of his only Son in order to save 
them from death. Moreover, we shall find God’s 
laws are much more intelligible and reasonable after 
we keep them. 

ae 


The Sin of Fear 


Fear is always sin. It is hard to believe this, 
until we go to God’s Word and let him settle it for 
us. It-is hard not to fear, —nay, it is impossible not 
to fear, until we go to Christ and let him deliver us. 
God’s Word, both written ‘and incarnate, offers us 
such complete and infinite protection that, if we be- 
lieve Him, we know that we are safe, and therefore 
we cannot fear. We fear only when we do not be- 


lieve God; And it is the worst of sins to make God 
a liar. fear is sin. Dr. I, M. Haldeman, com- 
menting on the experiences of Gideon, and noting 
that 22,000 of Gideon’s men proved to be fearful, 
reminds us that “the fearful and unbelieving are put 
of God in the same eT 21:8). Fear its 
unbelief.” The fear of is the end of all other 
fear. “Blessed is the man that feareth Jehovah, ... 
his heart is fixed, trusting in Jehovah, his heart is 
established, he shall not be afraid” (Psa. 112: 1, 7, 8). 
“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will 
not be afraid: for Jehovah, even Jehovah, is my 
strength and song; and he is become my salvation” 
(Isa. 12:2). en our Lord’s disciples qne time 
“cried out for fear,” then “straightway Jesus spake 


unto them, saying, Be of d cheer; J am; be not * 


afraid” (Matt. 14: 27). ecause Christ is, and be- 
cause Christ is our life, there is no more reason for 
us to fear than €or Christ to fear. 


a 
A Thorn in the Flesh 


God’s grace is sufficient, whatever thorn in the 
flesh may be pricking. We do not know what Paul’s 
“thorn” was, and it is useless to speculate about 
it, But a venerable missionary, seventy years of 
age; who recently returned to the homeland for a few 
months, tells The Sufday School Times what his 
thorn in the flesh was. He writes: “This has been 
a time of spiritual conflict and depression, and has 
led me to think at times of sending a S, O. S. wire- 
less call to praying friends that I might be saved 
from going under. The rush and strain and unrest 
in the life here {in England] has worked for the 
undermining of the walls of the prayer chamber, and 


made me desirous of returning to the simple life 
{in Africa!].” In our lives of more or less ease 
and luxury here in the homeland, we are too often 


inclined to think of the missionary in distant lands, 


— > a hut with thatched roof, having to walk: 


or ride in a wheel-barrow or ’ricksha when he itiner- 
ates, and bearing hardship all the time, as the man 
who has a thorn in the flesh, But it is not so with 
this veteran. And he concludes with this triumphant 
sentence: “The ‘Is’ in 2 Corinthians 12:9 has been 
my sheet .anchor.” 


The. Bible a Book of Choices 


psychology speaks of the futility of the per- 
son who has just come back from some delight- 
ful experiénce or other and who cannot find any- 
thing to say about it except that it was ‘Fine! Fine!” 
It may have been a sermon which has made the per- 
son enthusiastic, but, to all inquiries as to what the 
sermon was about, the answer is that he cannot re- 
member afiy details, but it was “Fine.” Of course 
there is room for some real effect on the life even 
if one cannot remember very definitely just what was 
said, as in the case of the old shop-keeper who hav- 
ing been greatly influenced by a sermon and asked 
what it was about said she could not remember what 
it was about, but she knew that she was going to 
take the false bottom out of the quart measure she 
had been. using in trade. Nevertheless our real 
gains must be-a good deal conditioned by the definite- 
ness of the influences we have received and the clear- 
ness with which we have stored them away in our 
minds. Generalities tend to become more and more 
general and at last fade out into meaninglessness. 
we is more common than to find that one has 
used the Bible a good deal but has been at a loss after- 
ward to say just wherein it helped him; or what he 
took away from it. Dr. Jowett said he made it a rule 
to have a definite purpose in every service, and this 
was a high purpose, for the best way to do good in 
general is to aim at some good in particular. When 
we feally face. the ‘situation we can-see that this is 
what we ought to be doing with’ our Bibles. Each 
year of dealing with them we ought to add to the 
definite riches which we take from them and be 
able to say what they did for us. Anything we do 
take is trebly ours if we are able to say with a fair 
degree of precigion just what it was. 


Poosrchoiogs JAMES in one of his treatises on 


Without always knowing it, we have always been 
taking from the Bible the great choices which human 
souls were always making in its pages. We know 
not at how many points in life our action has been 
influenced and decided through remembrance of .the 
decision which was taken by some one of those men 


- 


or women through whose action God was revealing _ 


his will. Men who felt that they could not go on have 
gotten up and gone on because there was stirring in 
their brains, perhaps, a remembrance of how Daniel 
fainted and was sick certain days, and then rose up 
and did the king’s business. They have chosen to 
act again because of the choice he made between 
despair and effort. Who can ever.estimate the num- 
bers of those who have felt their inadequacy and 
unfitness as beimg perfectly overwhelming, but have 
gone on, to do the most daring things, because Jere- 
miah, who felt the timidity of a child at the thought 
of public affairs, chose to trust that God knew more 
about his fitness than he did himself, so that he 
plunged into as bad a state of public affairs as the 
world has ever known. 

Isaiah felt himself to be a man of terribly secular 
disposition, and how could he ever open his mouth 
about ‘sacred things, but when he was bidden to do 
it he chose to believe that somehow God’s commands 
were no mockery. That choice has nerved thousands 
to F sa the part they have. Moses chose rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, and that 
great choice has been the germ from which God grew 
in others the choice. that determined them when the 
hour struck to break with theif comfortable past and 
throw in their lot with some cause that was feeble 
and yen rgpaoe and sure to separate them from 
the comfort and tompanionship which were so dear. 
Wendell Phillips looking out of his window at a 
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brawl conmected with a fugitive slave, felt in that 
moment that he must choose between his own comfort- 
: : able fife and the cause that slave represented, and 
get from that hour made the choice that has become one 
of the spiritual assets of a great country. But such 
choices need eat to feed on and they 
are made because behind us lies a rich heredity of 
like costly decisions, streaming down the as God 
has race ene new life after another into Aes 
Probably. most of us are most conscious of the 
Bible as a book of doctrines, and find no little of 
our trouble through too incessantly asking of its 
» pages what doctrine we ought to get from this or 
. that particular passage. But the Bible is not all doc- 
trines, or all duties, It is many other things be- 
sides, and we go to it now for this and now for 
that. We are not always conscious of a desire for 
- | formulated truths, and often men’ have overdone the 
work of trying to dovetail into accurate and _tightly- 
knit systems what they find in the Bible. But it is 
certainly the place for those to go who need help 
in making some new beginning in their endless life. 
It is a book of unceasing choices, and the new eras 
that come from those choices. There come to us 
times when we know that new choices have got to 
be made, but we have no heart or cour to make 
them. We need help. The world around us is un- 
concerned. “Take it or leave it,” is about all it has 
to say to us as. opportunities come or go. The world 
looks as if it were, perfectly indifferent to the choice 
we make, but it is just at that momeht when we 
know that we have to make new and vital decisions 
that the Bible meets us with its goodly fellowship 
of those who have known a like crisis. 
’ Coming to a standstill, being at the parting of the 
wrayer retuned to inaction, feeling life to be -~power- 
less and strength to have utterly fled, and volition 
reduced to zerd;< these are the experiences of which 
the Bible is full, At every turn they appear. Just 
when we know that choice is all that will change 
things for us, and know at the same time that we 
have almost lost the power to choose, just when 
fear and listlessness and discouragement about sin 
are at their lowest depth, the Bible always has some- 
thing to say, and generally it is not an abstraction, 
but the story of how God took a man very much like 
ourselves in a similar condition and enabled him to 
choose to see everything in a very different light. 
If that is what the Bible does for us in a degree 
when we even read it carelessly, how much more 
will it do its full office for us when we read it de- 
signedly, deliberately, going to it just to borrow some 
ef its great choosings and make them our own. Our 
fewer of choice is sometimes at a very low ebb. 
e may know perfectly well-that fresh choices are 
that will renew us, but at the same time this 
iS just the hardest thing to do. But it is not as 
hard as it once was for men. With each néw gen- 
eration of Christian life we have more to help us, 
we have a longer story of those whose wills have 
been refreshed and cheered and re-created. Then, 
when our power of choosing has been, as it were, 
paralyzed for a time, we set ourselves in this great 
current of the Bible and we choose again. It is not 
































































What of the Interchurch 
World Movement? 


I am writing to inquire as to your opinion regard- 
ing the Interchurch World Movement. you be- 
» lieve it is unity such as is based on God’s Word, or 
is it man-made?—A Minnesota Reader. 

Please state in clear terms the attitude of The Sun- 
day School Time* Si the Interchurch World Movement. 
Thousands are lodking to the Times for advice and 
leadership. For one, I cannot conscientiously line up 
with this Movement and obey 2 Corinthians 6 : 14-18. 
—An Indiana Pastor. 


A great many letters making this inquiry are com- 
ing to The Sunday School Times; and readers who 
saw the editorial (in the Times of March 20) which 
fully set forth the convictions of The Sunday School 
Times as to the Interchurch World Movement will 
be glad to know that that editorial may. now be had, 
for convenient reading and distribution, in pamphlet 
form under the title “Should the Interchurch World 
Movement be Supported?” (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
30 cents a dozen copies, $2 a hundred; 3 cents each). 
One widely known Bible teacher, after-reading it, 
has said that it so fully and satisfactorily expressed 
his own views: that, we Fa he is now asked for his 
position in the matter he will refer inquirers to the 
Times’ editorial. The article is the result of a care- 
ful and prayerful investigation of various factors 
entering ito the Movement. It points out factors 
that can be heartily commended in the Movement, 
and on the other hand factors that the Times in com- 
mon with many other Christian people of to-day be- 
heve more than offset the favorable facts. 

Florida reader of The S&nday School Times 


Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
“Arise, get thee down into the camp; 





for I have delivered it into thy 
hand” (Judg. 7: 9). 





as if we were the only people in the world who had 
to do it; we feel ourselves in a t company of 
men whose wills God has touched. We are not 


to do it as if it had never been done before, but to do | 


it by joining ourselves to a great fellowship of 
others who make it less lonely and more feasible. 
But when we pass into the New Testament, some- 
how we find a change. Not quite so much is said about 
our choices. The Old Testament is pre-eminently 
the book of men made heroic by what the Se, 
and those who chose aright are used by God's Spirit 
as a kind of living text-book. But in the New Testa- 
ment Matthew and Nathanael and Peter and John 
and Paul are not held up to us as examples to fol- 
low. It is not that they are not worthy of it, but 
that something else has entered into the scene. We 
are not quite so conscious of any particular persons 
as we were in the Old Testament. The day when 
these men went with Jesus and made the choice to 
do it is not greatly dwelt upon. It is Christ’s choice 
of them, and: riot their choicé of him, which is. the 
outstanding fact. “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you.” The long training of the human 
will to. make great choices has fitted men to appre- 
ciate this great grace by which God makes more 
wonderful choices than men, Of course the Old 
Testament was rich in God’s choices of men, but 
in the New this is the prevailing fact, the one that 
matters most. Instead of our human and precarious 
holding on to God we find God’s great, resolute, con- 
fident, faithful holding on to.men. It is this which 
gives the calm and assurance to men who could never 
have had it if all had rested upon their own fluctuat- 
~ wills. 
hat is a higher and greater truth to dwell upon. 
That God had chosen him, that it had been his good 
pleasure to reveal his Son in him, was what gave 
Paul his confidence. A thousand times his own 
paver of choice would fluctuate, but God’s did not. 
e rested back upon that. He came to be at ease 
upon‘ God’s great will. It roused him out of all his 
despondencies. It started him upon new courses. It 
restored his soul. -—And we go back into. the pages 
of the Gospel day by day to feel again this atmos- 
phere of a choice deeper and more lasting than any 
we can make ourselves. We may not always know 


at just what moment or in what verse it took, hold 
of us and re-empowered us, but when we are “in 
Christ” -we realize that our choices are no longer 
lonely and ‘isolated and uncheered, but are the coun- 
terpart of great heaven‘y decisions which are every 
moment ready to pour their full power into ours. 








who had asked the views of this journal, and to 
whom an advance proof of the editorial was sent, 
now writes as follows: 

Your kind letter received wtth enclosed editorial on 
the Interchurch World Movement. Many thanks. I 
am glad you take such a stand, for I believe a large 
number of Christians will be helped by it in their de- 
cision. I know a number of folks that love our Lord, 
and to whom I should like to send this editorial, so if 
you have it in such a form as I could send I would 
like some. I enclose one dollar. May God bless your 
work in his vineyard. 

a 


The Riches in Romans 


In a Bible Study Number of the Christian En- 
deavor World (issue of February 26, 1920), a num- 
ber of persons replied to the question of the Editor 
of that journal, Dr. Amos R. Wells, as to what they 
counted their favorite book in the Bible, and why. 
The reply of the Editor of The Sunday School Times 
was as follows: 


The book of Romans. 

After picturing the hopelessness of myself and 
my sinfulness as utterly black, it shows that 
“where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound” (5:20). 

The wonderful sixth chapter I suppose I- have 
read, and reread, and again read in parts, more 
than any other part of the Bible. It so gloriously 


reveals our deliverance not only from the death- 
penalty of our sins, but from their present power. 
The -second verse of the eighth chapter is God’s 
Emancipation ‘Proclamation to me, who otherwise 
would be now and forever the bondslave of sin. 






- 


cam never forget 


the wonderful expouning 
ef the seventeenth verse ef the fifth chapter at the 
Victorious Life Cenference at Keswick, Eng- 


: in 1913. 
Tam glad that the seventh 


to show us what Christ would have us come out 


of forever to enter and abide in the eighth chap~— 


ter. 

And the first verse of the twelfth chapter 
the way so clearly to our only acceptable 
itual service.” . 

One shrinks from attempting any answer to a 

estion as to the “fayorite” part of the Word of 

, for it is all God-breathed, all infinitely won- 
derful and precious. But I am sure I have been 


using the 
— because so ereatly needing it— than any other 
portion of the a “perfect Word of God. - 


Pat 
Christians Who Are Living in Death 


In the third. chapter of First Corinthians, Paul must 
be writing to Christians, for he addresses them as 
“brethren;” but he also tells them that they are “yet 
carnal” (v. 3). He says: “And I, brethren, could not 
speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, 
even as. unto babes in Christ” (1 Cor. 3:1). 

According to this Scripture it seems that there are 
two classes of “saved people,” namely, “carnal” and 
“spiritual”; but Romans 8:6 tells us that to be car- 
nally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is 
life and_ peace. 

If to be carnally minded is death, how can a man be 
saved and also be carnal?—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


A Christian, who because he is a Christian neces- 
sarily has eternal life, can nevertheless live in the 
sphere of death. That is evidently the meaning of 
the passage in Romans 8. The. apostle Paul in that 
passage is not discussing the question of being saved 
er lost, nor is he dealing with two classes of persons 
some of whom are saved and the others lost, but he 
is showing the difference in the actual experience 
or “walk” of the saved. There are Christians “that 
are after the flesh,” and they “mind the things of 
the flesh”; but Christians “that are after the Spirit” 
mind “the things of the Spirit” (Vv. 5). And then 
the apostle. in the sixth verse, about which this. in- 
quirer asks, points out, as the literal rendering: is, 
that “the minding of the flesh is death.” That is, 
the Christian who, by refusal, to do what.is urged in 
Romans 12:1, or present his body a living sacri- 
fice to God in complete surrender to the mastery of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is doing what is warned against 
in Romans 6:16: he is presenting himself as a ser- 
vant of sin unto death. 

Thus we have the’ free-will choice, even after we 
are saved and made members of the body of Christ, 
ef deciding whether to yield wholly to our Lord’s 
mastery and thereby let the indwelling Holy Spirit 
produce in us that marvelous, supernatural fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23), or ‘to “mind the things 
of the flesh.” If we “yield and believe” we shall find 
in personal experience that “the mind of the Spirit 
is life and peace,” and we shall be living in personal 
experience in the wonderful sphere of: Life, abiding 
in Him who is our Life. If, Christians though we 
are, we choose to resist-our Lord’s mastery, we shall, 
minding the things of the flesh, be living in the 
sphere of death, and be for all practical purposes 
hike spiritually dead persons even though we have 
salvation and life. ; 

This being carnally minded means the practical 
separation of our powers from God, though we as 
believers are not, and never can be, separated “from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
€Rom. 8:39). The Christian who is thus living in 
the sphere of death is referred to in Galatians 6:8 
as sowing unto his own flesh and of the flesh reap- 
ing corruption, in the: sense of a fruitless, useless, 
powerless life. So a true Christian, having spiritual 
life, may yet not bear spiritual fruit. . 

The word “carnal,” in 1 Corinthiatis 3:1 is a dif- 
ferent word from that translated “carnal” in Romans 
8 The word in Corinthians means “fleshy,” — that is, 
mere creatures of flesh and blood. The word in 
Romans is “fleshly,” — that is, dominated by the sin- 
ful principle. In 1 Corinthians it is the state of the 
spiritual babe that is being described; and this con- 
dition is not wrong in itself, though it becomes wrong 
if unduly prolonged. The; apostle says to the Cor- 
inthians that they are still Christian babes, which 
of course was not essentially sinful; but there was 
a danger of their continuing in that condition of 
babyhood too long: and already this peril was being 
experienced, because the other word for “carnal,” as 
used in Romans 8, is used in verse 3 of this third 
chapter of 1 Corinthians. Dr. Andrew Murray has 
a fine treatment of this passage in one of his -ad- 
dresses in his volume “Absolute Surrender”. (Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 826 North La Salle 
Street, Chicago, 20 cents). 





ter is in the book, 


oly Spirit’s message in Romans more: 
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Evangelizing Penn’s City with Street Car “Ads. 





How a small church is “beginning at Jerusalem” and going to all the world 
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in the heart of a city, with thousands 
of both the “unchurched” and of really un- 


- herded sheep all about it. We are seeking, under 
red to keep 
described by 


our church from being like some once 
John McNeill —“of sacred memories 
and empty benches.” 


Tt bears the name of Bericheh, which means “Val- 
and is located - 


ley of Blessing” (2 Chron. 20:26), i ¢ 
North Twenty-ninth Street, Philadelphia. 
‘The building in which we worship is plain and un- 
rp eatous, built back from the street, and almost 

i away. It emphasizes among other thirigs the 


 leadefship of the Holy Spirit, the inerrancy of the 


Word, a cruci risen, living, miracle-working 
ist who is soon to return. 

Strangers are. made welcome, but are never urged 

to leave their churches to join ours. Seven or eight 


nationalities are represented in our membership. 


The Sunday-school is manned by Christian teachers 
who know they are saved and can show others how 
to be. They have before them for prayer an objec- 
tive for Bible teaching as definite as can be had in 
any Bible institute. 

The work of this church shows what we believe 
to be the fallacy of being compelled to have any 
social features and entertainments whatsoever . for 
young peoples With none of these attractions the 
young people make up a third of the attendance at 
the mid-week prayer service, carr 
street meetings, visit the sick, work in five different 
hospitals, distribute tracts, are engaged in definite 
Bible study, help in Jewish Mission work, have a One- 
by-One Prayer Band meeting, and are giving a strong 
testimony for their Lord. - 

In addition to these activities of the young people, 
some forty or fifty boys and girls from eight to fif- 
teen years of age are members of a Pocket Testament 
League, meeting weekly for Bible instruction, and 
give their contributions for the support of a native 
worker in an African_mission field. 

The adult women of the congregation are active 
in various ways, making and: sending grtoients under 
different boards to Africa, India,. Brazil, Belgium, and 
‘various needy places at home. 

Seven members of this congregation are mission- 
aries on the foreign field; two are about to sail for 
Durban, Africa; five expect to go shortly under the 
Africa Inland Mission; two are accepted candidates 
under the South Africa General Mission; several are 
giving part or all of their time to the Lord’s work 
in the home land, and others are preparirig for def- 
inite service, The missionary and evangelistic spirit 
permeates evéry department:of the work. 

The finances of the church are by voluntary offer- 
ings, with boxes placed at the door. Envelopes are 
given to those who desire them, and the people are 
encouraged to give systematically as unto the Lord. 


on cottage and - 


‘Deficits are unknown. The treasury of the 


own. church 
overflows, and this without any worldly means for 
raising money. We have offerings instead of collec- 
tions. The nksgiving offering of the church, to 
be used for missionary purposes, amounted to $2,250. 
~ The~mid-week prayer service has about one hun- 
dred in attendance. The Monday night Bible study 
has a membership of .abowt one hundred and _ fifty, 
and the morning and evening services on the Lord’s 
Day have a constantly increasing attendance. | 

For a long time there was an earnest longing in 
the heart of the pastor for himself and his people 
that they might know God in a very real way, and 
be able to make him known to others. The church 
was active, progressive, and to many would be con- 
sidered successful. There was a steady increase in 
attendance and membership, there being, for in- 
stance, thirty-three adult baptisms in the months of 
November and December, last year; but it had pre- 
viously become apparent to this congregation that 
there. was a great spiritual dearth in their own city, 
as well as in the country at large, and a new sense 
of responsibility came as to their duty in prayer and 
evangelization. 

So about three years ago, they decided to gather 
weekly to ask God for a revival in their own church 
and in others in the city and country, a revival which 
should be so manifestly of the Holy Spirit that man 
could not take the glory to himself. d refreshed 
the hearts of his praying children, as men and women 
were saved and blessings given. 

In the fall of 1919 it was impressed upon the 
heart of the pastor that the business of the church 
was to get the Gospel to the people, oe the last 
commission of our Lord, “Preach the Gospel to every 
creature,” thus giving the Holy Spirit ome upon 
which to work in bringing the revival for which 
prayer had long been offered. Prayer was then made 
that God would open doors for such service, and that 
the people of the church be made ready and willing 
to enter. 

The first leading was to undertake an extensive 
gratuitous. tract work, which. extended as far as Can- 
ada, Michigan, Minnesota, California, and Louisiana. 
Thousands: of;Gospel tracts were put into circulation 
throughout the city... Special tracts were prepared and 
mailed to the doctors and nurses. of.the city of Phila- 
delphia, including the personal testimony of Dr. How- 
ard A. Kelly, M.D., of: Johns Hopkins University ; 
“My Substitute,”. by Sir James Y. Simpson, M.D., the 
inventor of chloroform, and “A Physician’s Testi- 
mony,” the story of God’s dealings with Dr. John 
Feltwell, of Altoona, Pa. We felt repaid for this 
ministry to this noble profession when we received 
an appreciative letter from a Philadelphia physician, 
from which the following are extracts: 


The majority of professional men believe death ends all, 
and in my college days I was of the same opinion. In my 


graduation year I had fully decided to give up going. to 
— as I had fougd it impossible to believe the Word 
0 .God. eee ’ 

In reasoning over the step I was contemplating, I said 
to myself that if I could. be positively sure that the Bible 
was the Word of God I would believe it, and in a few weeks 
the Holy Spirit got possession of me, and by many in- 
fallible proofs showed me that the Bible was the Word of 
God, that Jesus Christ was God manifest in the flesh, and 
that Christ was our only hope through whom we could 
get right with God. 

But oh, the battle Satan put up! The adversary held 
me back for a long time before God spoke again definitely 
revealing himself. 

It is my heart’s desire to let him have full control over 
me, and the greatest joy of my life is when the Spirit 
* God is working through me. May God bless your min- 
stry. 


Then there came to the pastor the thought of put- 
ting Scripture texts in the street cars, and this thought 
was stimulated by an article in The Sunday School 
Times, telling of God’s blessing upon a work of this 

ind in St. Louis. On investigation it was found that 
the smallest contract. must include 50 cars for a year. 
The Lord’s approval was shown by giving money 
for more than three times this number of cars. 

The contract was@placed, and many Philadelphia 
people rode down to business one day to read, next 
door to the old _ familiar “ads” of soap, chewing’ gum, 
complexion powders, house paint, liniment for man 
and beast, and the like, street car advertisements 
such as these: ‘ 


“Gon’s Way or SALVATION” 
_“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 


ONE oR THE OTHER 
Not One and the Other 


: “Come out... 
Egypt’s Garlic Be separate ... 
and Touch not the -unclean 


Canaan’s Honey . . and I will receive 
do not mix. you.” 
(2 Cor. 6: 14-18.) 


A Sure Cure 
By getting at the “The blood of Jesus Christ 
rgot of the His Son cleanseth us from 
trouble. all sin” (1 John 1:7). 


Victory 1n CHRIST 
. “Thanks be to God, which 
Pag a giveth us the Vicrory 


through our Lord Jesus 
Over the World Christ” (1 Cor. 15: 57%. 


_ There were about twenty-five texts in all —head- 
lines and Scripture attractively printed. God raised 





Are You Evangelizing Your City with Street Car “Ads* and Posters ? 






























“There are two hundred bill-board up this month in St. Louis, 
iving the Gospel invitation: Two hundred seems pretty big, doesn’t it? - But 
ink of the almost staggering possibilities of a bill-board campaign covering 

6,000 cities aad towns throughout the United States!” 

This is a paragraph from a letter the Director of the Great Commission 
Prayer League of Chicago sent to the Editor of The Sunday School Times. 
He was describing how advertisements in the 1700 street cars of St. Louis 
preached to 50,000,000 passengers monthly, and how that remarkable evangeli- 
zation campaign had led to’a bill-board poster campaign. _. ' 

Does not the vision of the Berachah Church, described on this page, put us 
to shame for the little we are doing toward proclaiming salvation through Christ 
to our own communities? * Are we realizing how many ways theré are of giving 
out the Good News, not only by the always blessed preaching, and by the 
printed page, but in these other ways, these unusual ways—by street car ads, 
bill-board posters, newspaper advertisements, and the like? 


Not only “The Poster” of Chicago, but other periodicals as well, have 
commented on or have contained contributed articles regarding the street car 
and bill-board evangelization campaign in St. Louis. One of these papers is 
“ Printer’s Ink,” read by almost every editor and publisher in America. The 
Christian Herald declares that there are 13,000,000 people in the United States 
absolutely unreached by any church, Protestant or Catholic. 

“The Bill-board Bulletin’’ of The Great Commission Prayer League 
(808 North La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill), which sets forth the already demon- 
strated possibilities in these new ways of launching out into the deep (Luke 5 : 4) 


has this comment : 
“The time for action has come! . . . A movement hat begun which. has 








in it under God tremendous possibilities of nation-wide and world-wide evan- 
gelistic seed-sowing. ; 4 

“Do you doubt the Scripturalness of such a method of evangelization ? 
Remember Paul’s ‘ By all means save some’ (1 Cor. 9 : 22); and Christ's 
*Go out quickly into the streets and lanes’ and ‘compel them to come in, that 
my house may be filled’ (Luke 14 : 21-23). 

“Do you doubt the need? Think of the Bolshevik human heart in these 
times of unparalleled unrest, ‘ deceitful above all things and desperately wicked’ 
(Jer. 17:9)—lustful, covetous, revengeful, murderous, plunging itself and the 
very foundations of human society into moral wreck and tuin. Says the Pitts- 
burgh Daily Leader (Oct. 31, 1919): 

“* Human agement of the affairs of the universe is failing. Withou 
divine intervention, world and its people will plunge into chaos. America is 
rent asunder by the spirit of defiance of law and order. . . . God alone can save.’ 

“Do you doubt the remedial agency of the method? ‘My Word shall:not 
return unto me void’ (Isa. 55: 11). 


“Do you doubt God's ability and resources? Saturate yourself with His 
“Exceeding abundantly, above all that we ask or think’ (Eph. 3: 2D); His ‘ all 
sufficiency for all things’ (2 Cor. 9 : 8), even for ‘great and mighty. things, 
which thou knowest not’ (Jer. 33 : 3). 

“ Doubt paralyzes; but faith laughs at impossibilities, and cries, ‘It shall be 
done!’ The prayer of faith, if it issue not in works, is dead. THE FAITH 
OF.GOD IS OMNIPOTENCE IN ACTION!” 

. Christian workers in Philadelphia, Chattanooga, and Chester, Pa., have 
taken up the street car advertising plan, and others in New York are praying for 
funds to begin. Why not try this method in your own city ? 
























mp9 easel. om 0-do Mhe-watk Because he was 
employed in t time and was a course 
of study at night, worked into rng AR silent 
watches of the night to finish the work, 

God’s Word cannot return to him void. ‘We are 
frequently hearing from the street car advertise- 
ments. ° 

“T ss the Red Cross is getting ready for a new 
drive,” was a remark, made by a man who noticed the 
red cross on one of the cards, with the words “Jesus 
Saves Sinners” printed in black on the cross-piece. 

Another man expressed surprise at this unusual 
sort of advertisement, and his, companion expressed 
the opinion that it must be a new stunt of Billy Sun- 


day’s. , 

K conductor remarked that people were getting 
unusually religious, and a Christian worker over- 
hearing pressed home the matter of his see a sal- 
vation. Will you not re for God’s blessings on 
these advertisements? ristian worker in Ches- 
ter, Pa., has been impressed with the plan, and a 
similar effort has been undertaken there. The cards 
cost $1.25 each a month. They are now running in 
165 street cars in Philadelphia, but there are 2,700 
street cars in all, running daily in the City of 
Brotherly Love! 





Testament League to place T . 
of mill and factory workers, and in.some cases to 
do follow up work in Gospel services: and. Bible 

A request came from a Christian worker, who had 
been active in putting Testaments into the hands of 
soldier boys, to meet for conference concerning a 
house to house visitation to see if wives 
and mothers who did not have Testaments woyld 
receive a free copy. The ponemnar oF this as a point 
of. contact with the people of community had 
been on the heart of the pastor, and after praying 
over the situdtion, through the co-operation of the 
Scripture Gift Mission, it was decided to inaugurate 
a campaign covering thirty blocks. .About twenty 
consecrated women undertook Ps work. Pao soe 
the experiences were trying, others were, able, 
but the work is being manifestly used of God. 

One of the workers got hold of an influen- 
tial boy, who began to rally his boy friends to take 
these Testaments, and they have now formed a band 
of twelve, including three Jewish boys. Eight of 
these boys have accepted Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





The Crisis in Church and College 


Is there a remedy? If so, what? 
By G. W. McPherson oa rem evancal Committee tt Mew York City 





Is it too late to save Christian education from the 


criticism ? a) ee ee Oe ae oe 


miracle power? Is there any remedy 


articles, including this ~ are 


“What is the remedy—the remedy for the 

crisis in educational institutions of the Church 
brought about by the octane of evolution, the de- 
structive criticism of the Bible and ‘the new social 
ospel’?” This series of articles has sought to set 
forth the danger from this source. It has sought 
to analyze the facts of this religious educational 


Taner of thoughtful people are asking, 


crisis as they appear in admissions made in letters’ 


from two hundred and eleven educators in colleges, 
universities, and theological seminaries in answer 
to a set of searching questions asked by the writer. 
The study of this remarkable and often  startlin 
correspondence has appeared in previous issues 0 
The Sunday School Times. What, indeed, is the 
remedy? ; : 

It is not the part of wisdomto sit down and fold 
our hands.and do nothing, and say, “Oh, this is a 
matter of prophecy and we cannot:help it.” That is 
the attitude of a religious slacker and coward, and 
is less worthy than the position of those who call 
themselves optimists, who whistle arid sing while they 
deliberately close their minds to facts and declare 
that the world is rapidly growing better, and soon 
we shall hear the music of the millennium. Both 
these types of religious thinkers, belong to the class 
that Mr. Roosevelt called “undesirable citizens.” 
What we want is a remedy that shall prevent the 
churches from Ses Se mere social clubs 
and the universities from becoming hotbeds of in- 
fidelity. 

When recently a religious paper invited the sem- 
inaries of a certain denomination to disprove the 
numerous charges against their teachings, by publish- 
ing in that paper a statement of what they believe 
and teach, the response furnished the churches with 
fresh evidence of the religious crisis. Only three 
of the eight seminaries made a positive statement 
regarding Christian déctrine; the other five evaded 
the challenge. Why did these hedge, and refuse to 
furnish the churches (upon whose gifts they exist, 
and whose boys they seek to educate) with a plain 
statement of the character of their work? The 
seminaries have on their ‘faculties many noble and 
devout men. If it be true that these institutions have 
not compromised the truth, then why this silence? 
These men should be the first to declare their belief 
in the deity of the Son and salvation through his 
blood, but they remained mute while heaven and 
earth were — for their testimony. It is just 
such conduct that has greatly strengthened the grow- 
ing suspicion that there is a crisis in our religious 
education, even in those sources of knowledge where 
the Bible,”as the Word of God, should be most 
strongly defended, where the light of the Gospel 
should burn most brightly. 

Recently, in a wide-awake church, thirty-six young 
people, some of whom are college students, dedicated 
themselves to the Master’s cause, for service at home 
or abroad, among whom was found the oldest son 
of the writer. leven of these went forth to seek 
preparation in certain religious institutions, but not 
one of them went to a theological seminary. Would 


to stretch his omnipotent hand out in 


crisis in the Church college ? Do not answer that 
. quéstien until have read this article, which concludes the series. sy Fate ww” 
appeared in The Sunday School Times of February 21, March 13, and March 27. 
righted by the author, and 
Company, Yonkers, N. 


articles 
These 


be had in the 
* "S155." a 2 


the seminary naturally be their choice? Undoubtedly. 
Twenty-five years ago most of these young people 
would have decided at once for the seminary. Have 
the members of our senfinary boards and faculties 
yet seen any handwriting on the wall? Believe it, 
my brethren in the seminaries, our young people are 
more alive to the situation than you think. They 
want a real, a whole, and not an emasculated Christ 
and Bible. They do not wish to carry in their future 
work a burden of doubt and unbelief, the thing which 
they feel called upon to banish from our world. These 
warm young hearts are crying out for more faith, 
more hope, more love, a clearer vision of Him who 
veiled his deity in our humanity that all men might 
know the Father. 

What is the remedy? It will be found in either 
a new method of teaching on the part of the college 
and seminary, in which the results of the -radical 
criticism are rejected and the evolutionary hypoth- 
esis abandoned, or else in the churches withdrawing 
their support and establishing institutions that will 
teach an inspired Bible, and. upon whose altars will 
burn brightly the light of God. Which shall it be? 
Of course-we want it to be the former. We have no 
desire to see our institutions perish; rather do we 
pray for their deliverance from the blight of the 
radical criticism, and their being made rivers of 
blessing to a thirsty world. Shall these institutions 
themselves decide the issue, or shall they, as the re- 
sult of a blind, selfish conceit, force the churches 
to decide for them this question? God will not leave 
himself without witnesses in “the earth, but will, if 
necessary, raise up other agencies for his work. 
Which shall it be? 

It is believed that the following suggestions, if 
acted upon, would go far toward bringing about the 
results desired: 


1. The Christian people can make their protests 
to the educational institutions. This simple matter 
is our first duty. The writer knows of one. church 
that sent in a protest to a certain seminary, and 
with excellent results. The action of that church, 
with similar influences exerted elsewhere, had much 
to do in bringing about the resignation*of two New 
Theology teachers, 

It might prove a difficult matter, in some churches, 
to secure a vote of protest where certain individuals 
are able to thwart the general desire of the member- 
ship. In such case let some society or board of the 
church make a protest. If, however, this could not 








No country needs prayer and spiritual help more 
than Russia, There are 250,000,000 of the Rus- 
stans and related Slavonic peoples, including 
9,000,000 Jews. _The Russian Bible and _Evan- 
gelization pe Sag | will be observing a national day 
of prayer for Russia on Sunday, April 11, at 
Marble Céllegiate Church in New York, with 
messages by Col. E. N. Sanctuary, A. C. Gaebe- 
lein, and G. Pertelevitch Raud. Will you not 
join with these intercessors in this great cause? 


teachers C 
at hand, be 3 
proof are both futile and foolish. . et 
2. Those who have children attending “infected 
stitutions” should also protest, and threaten to 
draw them if the institutions persist in 
those who deny the inspiration of the Bible and 
deity of Christ. 
3. A telling protest is that made by one who is @ 
financial contributor. 
4. In communications of this character demand = 
should be made that all text-books and re aS: 
books which teach the New: Theology gg 
results of the radical criticism of the Bible t 
moved from the classrooms and the university” 
brary. To this end the university authorities should — 
invite a strong committee of conservative scholars — 
to make a thorough examination of all such books. — 
A reform of this racter is now in progress in one= 
of our American colleges. j 
This is a vital matter, the importance of which 
should be strongly emphasized. A reform.of ‘this 
character would reduce considerably the size of our 
ical and college libraries, save the institu- 
tions needless expenditures,-and the student much 
valuable time now wasted in reading rubbish. It 
should be demanded that no book be allowed a place 
ap- 


“s 


in the library or classroom until first it has been 


proved by this board of noted orthodox scholars, not . 


connected with the faculties or managing boards. 
All applicants for positions as teachers should also 
examined by this board. 

5. Further, it would help much in solving our prob- 
lem if the churches protect their local ipits. Not 
only should Christian people withdraw their sons 
daughters and gifts from the “infected schools”; they 
should also zealously guard their own churches at 
home. No one should be permitted to preach, however 
winning his personality and brilliant his gifts, until 
first he isexamined bya capable committee who know 
their Bibles. If he accepts the Bible literally as to the 
Incarnation, Atonement, and Resurrection, it is in 
almost every case safe to conclude that he is worthy 
of a hearing. If, however, the church should find 
itself deceived let the false teacher be dismissed? 

Has not the hour come for Christians to pple 
with this momentous matter? The enemy of God's 
Son has become entrenched within our gates, and 
already not a few of the churches have been led awa 
from the Lord who bought them. The attack . 
being made against the whole line of Christian doc- 
trine. e make our appeal to the. sane: men, and 
women in the churches and institutions of learning, 
and we say: Brethren, unite your strength, and the 

reat work will be done. You can solve this prob- © 
em. Will you do it? Will you in the strength of 
prayer, the incentive of love, in loyalty to the Lord, 
demand that the false teacher go? No nobler service 
could you perform. 

Yonkers, N. Y. 


© 
The General Assembly of Korea 


SC°TSHE moderator-elect declined, but was over 
ruled. When-a commissioner asked him later 
why he declined, he said ft was because he was 
incapable of filling the office. ‘But,’ was the reply, 
‘we will be helping you by prayer.’ His speech on 
taking the gavel was mainly a request for the prayers 
of this brethren that needed wisdom might be given 
him. He made an excellent moderator.” 
This is a statement by the Rev. Dr. Egbert W. 
Smith, Missionary Secretary of the Southern Pres< 
byterian Church, describing his visit to the Presby< 
terian General Assembly of Korea several years 
ago. The Assembly met at Syenchun, in the north- 
ern part of Korea. The body is a federated or~ 
ganization in which the Northern and Southern Pres- 
byterian Churches of the United States and the Pres- 
byterian.Churches of Canada and Australia are rep- 
resented. The sixty-seven Korean pastors, sixty- 
seven Korean elders, and forty-five ordained mis- 
sionaries represented eleven presbyteries, with seventy 
thousand communicants, gathered in 418 organized 
churches, and 1,587 unorganized, representing a Pres- 
byterian constituency of,161,000, where one generation 
ago utter heathenism reigned, Dr. Smith continued: 
“The spiritual power of the Assembly reached its 
flood on Foreign Missions night, when two of the 
Assembly’s foreign missionaries working at Shang- 
hai and Vladivostock made their reports, revealing 
certain needs that prompted a remarkable response, 
spontaneous and entirely unpremeditated, from the 
Assembly and the great Korean audience that filled 
the large church. Beginning at ¥o.30 P. M., they con- 
tinued to give until all of.:the 2,000 yen needed ($1,000 
in gold) was in sight. Many, especially women, who 
had no money in hand or in sight, gave their most 
prized possessions, such as watches, hair ornaments, 
gold-rimmed eye glasses, silver rings, and the like, 
many of these gifts being the precious alabaster boxes 
of their owners, which wit grateful hearts they laid 
at Jesus’ feet. ; 
The way being thus opened, two of the very fore. 
most pastors of the Korean Church, one of them 
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moderator of the Assembly, were chosen, 


church at An 


their additional representatives abroad. - 
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as ‘ 
tioch chose Paul and Silas, to be.. they are 
E ing ue 4 obstacles, but feel themselves. alike honored 
y s 


3 Preaching to the Junior Congregation 


“Bringing children to the church service without offering rewards 





3 foreign posts, and the congregations from which 


never dream, as a rule, of interpos- 


assignments. 





By Arthur F. Wesley: 





HE appalling absence of children from the 

regular church services, which is apparent to 

the most casual observer, ts generally due to a 

lack of vital, essive home religion, and the 

- proper insistence by = on the child’s regu- 

Gr attendance. Yet while the pastors and religious 

editors are exhorting these rents, their children 
are fast growing up and are lost to the church. 

Two general substitutes for church attendance: have 
been used or proposed, where an 
at all, One is the Sunday-school. Almost all Sun- 
day-school workers are agreed that it is not the pur- 
pose of the organization to supply the need which 
is met by the mornin, church service. In fact, the 
very elements in the unday-school exercises which 
are considered their source of strength, such as the 
bright, snappy singing, the hustle and hum of a busy 
school, .and the social contact of the classes, while 
perfectly proper for the school, are certainly not con- 
ducive to a spirit of worship. For such a purpose 
the Sunday-school is a failure. 

The other substitute is generally known by some 
such name as “the Junior hurch.” It has been tried 
with greater or less degree of success in various 
places. The plan is to have the children at a differ- 
ent hour or in a different place from the nome 
church service holding a service of their own. Some 

older person, generally the pastor, gives a talk or 
Sermon. The idea is that the children will be trained 
to take part in the regular church service as soon 
as they are old eno to become interested in it. 
Our observation is that this movement is generally 
short-lived and not very successful in attaining the 
results desired. This is because it 1s based upon a 
partial idea of the church. Neither the church on 
earth nor in heaven is an old folks’ home. ‘Old and 
young and middle-aged are all needed to create the 
true-church atmosphere. It has been my misfor- 
tune to be pastor of some churches which have lacked 
one or another of these elements, and I have always 
found in such cases that the best work and spirit 
were impossible. 

Yet those pastors who have tried some such system 
should be commended for their attempt, for they 


have shown any were interested in solving the prob- + 


lem, at least. he pastor is challenged to go over 
the heads of indifferent parents and use any method 
possible for directly attracting and holding the child, 
so long as he does not sacrifice the very ends for 
which this effort is made, — the training of the child 
to a reverent and intelligent attendance upon and 
participation in the service of worship. 

For nearly ten years of my ministry I faced this 
problem almost despairingly. I tried gan after plan, 

_only to give them up as failures. ut in the last 
two years I have found a way out, and gladly pass 
on my personal experience. 

I have found that to get the best results one should 
aim at a minimum of organization and a maximum 
ef inspiration. I avoid everything possible that will 
aso the children the idea that they are different 

rom other people, and that the church service is 
not for such as they. 2 

In our denomination we have a regular order of 
service, and each child is encouraged to take part in 
‘every phase of it he can. In the forty-five minutes 
he is in church he has the opportunity to sing the 
doxology, the Gloria, all of one church hymn, and 
part of another, to listen to the prayer and the Scrip- 
ture reading by the pastor, and to join in repeating 
the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed. He 
also takes pt in the responsive reading from the 
Psalms, and listens to such special music as is pro- 
vided, and to a special sermon for children. 

Not the least of his privileges is that of helping 
to keep his church going by contributing his mite 
in the mofning offering. Now, if he needs to leave 
before the regular sermon, he is privileged to do S0 

quietly, as the congregation begins to sing the sec- 
ond stanza of the second hymn, but I maintain that 
even so he has received practically all the influence of 
the morning service in the development of the wor- 
ship side of his nature. All he has missed in the 
music is the last hymn. Of course he misses the 





hard to hold his attention.and secure his g 
havior under such conditions. : 

The plan ought to work almost anywhere if there 
is a consecrated pastor who feels t 
this need, and finds his heart on fire with 
elistic 
has also been my ex 
pastorates as Chicago, Due 
that without special urgin: 
to sixty percent of the 
of the service. 

When I have 


have been sought 8 


attracts the children. 
other parts of the service in order 
or eight minutes of special attention. 
have often attempted such talks without success, the 
writer ‘among them. But when I 
of object-sermoris, success 

I ought to say that I starte 
rant about such methods of talking to children, and 
have no natural talents in that direction. 
drunk at every available fountain, 
some of them quite dry. 
object sermons on the market. 
some of them without getting a single idea I could 
have found many 
There is a 
Not all the 
essfully used by one man is 
I have often taken 
rawn an entirely 
not bring 


use. 
good suggestions in the same books. 
point .right here that one should note. 
material which is succ 
likel 
another man’s object and have d 
different lesson from its use, for I could 
myself to his point of view. The p her will have 
to be on the alert here, even as ine ei 

sermon preparation, and must insist that no mediocre 
for the sake of covering ground. 
suggestions 
have found 
lessons suggested to me 
The Sun- 
They were not put into the paper 
ading them I saw their 


work be done, just 
I am constantly on the lookout for 
from. other sources. -For example, 
some half dozen good object- 
by illustrations, 
day School Times. 
for such a purpose, but in re 
possibilities for concrete illustration, and_straight- 
way appropriated them for that purpose. 
ly on the alert for anything in 
us used to illustrate its 
I am now. engaged in reading the Bible 


also to be constant 
the. Bible which can be th 
truths. 





sermon, but that is generally prepared for the adults, 
anyway. All his part of the service is one of constant 
change, of down-sittings ’ 

who understand chifid-nature know that it 1s not 


and up-risings, and those 
ood be- 


e challenge of 
an evan- 


assion to reach the_children of his parish. 


or less patience to all the discourse. 


came. 


Doubtless other men would 


to be usable by others. 


editorials, and poems in 


through for that specific purpose. 

may also receive some sugge 
a a who conduct 
idea 


tiveness in making 
children. ; , 
still do, considerable aid in suggestion ‘and training 
until his mind works well i 
is trained to see objective possibilities. 


rience in such widely varied 
uenos Aires, and Montevideo, 
or reward from thirty 
ildren remained for the rest 


included an illustration in my regular 
éermon which was about a child or something of 
special interest to children, there has been an imme- 
diate quickening of attention on the part of . those 
children who remained, and I have reason to believe 
that oftentimes they took home a clearer idea of the 
sermon than some of the a 
with greater 

Of course it is the Junior sermon or talk which 
They are willing to accept the 
to get that five 

But preachers 


dults who had listened 


learned the value 
d in absolutely igno- 
I have 
but have found 


There are several books of 
I have read through 


n his regular 


One_ needs 


It is rich. One 
stions from the 
ldren’s meetings. -But the 
these .outside 


sources, and rely upon one’s own piody snd inven- 
i 


is to become independent of 
the truths of the le vivid to 
The average person will need, as I did and 
in s channels, and he 

Do not plan always to have an object-lesson. Try 
a story once in a while. That is a hard thing for 
the average preacher to do well, and he had better 
distribute the stories sparingly at first, but let him 
aim to reach the place where he can regularly alter- 
nate stories with object-lessons. Then his sources 
of material and his preaching effectiveness will both 
be wendest wily increased. If the preacher has some 
little folks in his own home, let him try his story on 
them first. Watch when the interest lags, and go at it 
again. When he can hold his own children, he will 
have no trouble in interesting others. 

Be very careful to keep the object in a place of 
qncoaiisey importance. If you are worried about 
your ability to work the object-lesson, you will un- 
consciously but surely impart to the children the 
idea that the working is the important part rather 
than the lesson. You simply must practise; practise, 
practise until it is mechanical, and your w le at~ 
tention of mind and heart can be on what you are 
saying. 

ever call any object-lesson a trick. Cali it just 
what it is, an object-lesson. 

Never name any article or chalk-mark b call- 
ing it Jesus, or John, or Judas, and the like. Always 
let these “represent” individuals. I am very care- 
ful to avoid in every possible way the use of the 
name Jesus for any object. I let this represent the 
“power” of Jesus, or “the life Of Jesus,” or “the light 
oi jesus’ life.” We can not guard this too carefully, 
for the average child is a rank materialist, and such 
talk will either paganize him or disgust him. 

Always be willing to have your object fail, if 
necessary, but never let the lesson fail. This can 
be done, if you are putting first things first. I have 
had chemicals fail to do what they were s pposed 
to, but got either the lesson desired or another one 
from the very failure. We are there to preach, not 
to perform. 

lan to stop talking in five minutes, and never 
run over eight minutes, unless it is a special occasion 
when more time is requested. Both your service 
and your children will be the losers if you do not 
guard this. 

Never patronize the children in tone, action or 
language. Talk simply, but do not use baby: talk. 
Nothing will more quickly kill your service. 

Plan to make not more than one clear point in 
your talk. Let the children carry home one definite 
lesson: instead of a confusion of good ideas. 

Don’t forget to emphasize the Bible as authority 
in’ all things religious. This can best .be done, 
not by saying so dogmatically, but by quoting apt 
verses in support of the lesson, or letting the lesson 
illustrate the verses. Occasionally have the children 
themselves find the verses. 

Don’t ‘apologize for poor preparation. If you are 
so poorly prepared as to need to make apology, don’t 
attempt the lesson. 

Don’t hurry. Remember that this is as important 
as any part of your whole service. The children must 
not think they are of secondary importance. 

Don’t use theological terminology or. try to pre- 
sent abstract truths. Be practical, personal, and con- 
crete. 

Don’t try to be sectarian in your presentation of 
truth. Give the children a fair.¢hance to see truth 
in the large. Let whatever sectarian teaching you 
deem necessary be given at some other place, 

Don’t use a “preacher tone.” Be conversational 
without patronizing. 

Have the children sit up in the front seats, so that 
you won’t have to talk over the heads of the adults. 
Then, when you dismiss their service, let those who 
wish to stay go to the pews where their parents or 





To the ranks of the world’s great Christian 
soldiers, those picturesque figures whom we 
hold up before the youth of the land in their 
period of “hero worship,”— Henry Havelock, 
O. O. Howard, Robert E. Lee, Stonewall 
Jackson, Chinese Gordon, Field Marshal Lord 
Roberts,— must be added the name of John J. 
Pershing. 

Did you know that the Commander-in-Chief 
of the American army in France during the 
World War was a product of the Sunday- 
school? “When Pershing Met His Old 
Sunday-School Teacher” is the title of an 
article to. appear in the next issue of The 
Sunday School Times, and included in the 
article is a tribute to General Pershing by a 
blind. verse writer, entitled “The Little Old 

Woman and the General.” 


friends are. 

If you have more than forty children in attendance 
regularly, it will be wise to have a loose organiza- 
tion for the sake of order. Some one or two older 
persons who are not “fussy” should be either seated 
with the children or watching so as to quietly handle 
any undue disturbaace. Much. wisdom is nedeed in 
this connection. 

Don’t scold. If you have to speak from the pulpit 
for order or correction, be sure to do it positively 
and suggestively, not in a negative criticism. For 
example, you might say that there are some older 

ple present who do not believe boys and girls know 
ow to keep still in church, and you are defending 
the boys and girls to them. So you ask them to 
stand by you and show these critics they are wrong 
ont you are right. I have never had such an appeal 
ail. 

Pray over this short talk as earnestly as you pray 
over your a yo sermon. Remember that this seed is 
going to fall into the most fallow ground, and will 

ring forth the best yield. Be sure it is good seed, 
and well planted. Trust God to give the increase. 


Montevipeo, UruGuay. 









The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 





BOUT twenty years ago two traveling sales- 
men, strangers to each other, were obliged to 
sleep together in a crowded hotel, and each 


man discovered that the other was a Christian. They 
had their evening devotions together, reading a por- 
tion of God’s Word aloud and then praying together. 
One of them suggested that it would be a blessed 
thing if all Christian traveling salesmen could have 
some way of mutual recognition and united service 
for the Master. Out of this grew the present great 
erganization of “The Gideons,” or Christian Com- 
mercial Travelers’ Association of America, The but- 
ton they wear is now well, known, — on a blue back- 
ground a white pitcher from which protrudes a 
torch. 

The Gideons’ great service is the placing, as they 
have done and are doing, Bibles in hotel bed-rooms, 
Already, in Canada and the United States, 424,326 
Bibles have been thus placed in hotels. Many touch- 
ing evidences of souls saved or Christians restored 
have come to-light, as the result of this work of 
modern Gideofte in using “the sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon.” Sunday-school classes should send 
to.the Gideon Headquarters, 308 Marquette Building, 
- South Dearborn Street, Chicago, for a a 
of “Official Information Regarding the Gideons,” 
telling the story of their work and giving strikin 
incidents of its results. Offerings for this blesse 
work may be sent to the same address. 


Our Background Material 
The Scofield Reference Bible says: 


This book takes its name from the thirteen men raised 
up to deliver Israel in the declension and disunion which 
followed the death of Joshua. Through these men Je- 
hovah continued His personal government of Israel. The 
key-verse to the condition of Israel is (17:6), “Every man 
did that which was right in his own eyes.” Two facts 
stand out—the utter failure of Israel; the persistent 
grace of Jehovah. In the choice of the Judges is illus- 
trated Zechariah’s great word (4:6), “not by might, nor 
by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord”; and Paul’s 
word (1 Cor. 1:26), “not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called.” 

The book records seven apostasies, seven servitudes to 
seven heathen nations, seven deliverances. . . . 

Judges is in two parts I. 1-16,-inclusive; key-verse, 2: 
38, II, 17-21; key-verse at : 25. 


The Lesson Itself 


| The references, except as otherwise noted, are to /es- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help. in 
quickly locating the references. 

The whole story of Gideon to the end of this vic- 
tory incident, beginning at Judges 6:1 and continuing 
through the seventh chapter, should be before the 
class. The teacher can master this in advance suffi- 
ciently to tell the story. : 

When the Spirit of Jehovah “came upon Gideon,” 
we see from the margin that the Hebrew means that 
the Holy. Spirit clothed himself with Gideon (6: 34). 
This is beautifully brought out in the poem “Re- 
membering Gideon,” on the first page of this issue; 
it should read aioud in class. : 

In the lesson Poy ew (7), God’s first test of Gid- 
eon’s army was fhe fear-test, according to the law He 
had given Israel (Deut. 20:8). For fear is always 
the result of unbelief; and God cannot use those who 
do not believe in him. The fact that fear, therefore, is 
always sin is brought out in an editorial note on the 
first page of this issue. 

Moreoyer, God’s own reason for reducing the 
army was that there were too many of them, “lest 


Israel vaunt themselves — me, saying, Mine © 
Vv 


own hand hath saved me” (v. 2). Does it not seem 
probable that God must feel the same way as to 
eertain great human plans and aggregations of men 
that are setting themselves against God’s enemies, 
but that are, whether consciously or unconsciously, 
trusting in their own hands rather than, in conscious 
. helplessness, trusting God? This is one of the dan- 

rs of such an organization as the Interchurch 

orld Movement, as was shown in the editorial on 
this subject in The Sunday School Times of March 
2e@ (to be had from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 30 cents a dozen copies; a hundred; 3 cents 
each). Mr. Ridgway’s opening paragraph, “Too 
Prosperous,” exposes this danger. 

Let the class decide just what the water-drinking 
test disclosed as to the different kinds of men (vs. 
47). It is suena by Dr. Griffith Themas (I, 1). 

uppose Field Marshal Foch, in the crisis hour of 
the great war, had om against the German lines 
with a total army of three companies of one hun- 
dred men each! That gives a hint of the Gideon- 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 18. THE VICTORY OF GIDEON’S BAND 


Judges 7 


Golden Text.—There is no restraint to Jehovah to save by many or by few.—I Sam. 14: 6 





: Psalm 47. , 
1 dges 6: 1-40; 8: 
Se crease Hundred. 
Material ions 7 + %-21. 

Memory Verse : is for us, who is against us ?— Rom. 


. 8: 31. 
baby Sah er, Pens Te = Vw. 
:2 





co rae (Fear Not ye, etc.). 


Interment tnd Senet by 

opic : Ged’s 

Tous Adulte : ith God ‘ 
* ont Eos cane Liens ope fide 6 : 5-8. ¥ 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson mittee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Judges 7: 1-8, 16- 
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7 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, By the 
three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and de- 
liver the Midianites into thy hand; and let all the people 
go every man unto his place. 8 So the p ple took victual 
in their hand, and their trumpets; and he sent all the men 
of Israel every man unto his tent, but retained the three 
—, men: and the camp of Midian was beneath him 
in 


16 And he divided the three hundred men into three 
companies, and he put into the hands of all of them trum- 
pets, and empty pitchers, with torches within the pitchers. 
17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: 
I come to the outermost part of the 
camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 18 When 
I blow the trumpet, I and all that are with me, then 
blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, 
and say, For Jehovah and for Gideon. 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with 
him, came unto the outermost part of the camp in the 
beginning of the middle watch, when they had but newly 
set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake in 
pieces. the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 And the 
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The Truth that Is Golden 


rious Life, some one s 
well for as many as possible to remain, “for it is 
very important that we should know how to be de- 
livered.” But the speaker at the meeting asked per- 
mission to change the form of that sentence some- 
what, as he said: “It is very important, not that we 
should learn how to be delivered, but that we should 
learn that we have been delivered. 

‘That is the secret of victory, to-day as it was im 
Gideon’s day. For “Jehovah said unto him, Arise, 
get thee down into the camp; for I have delivered it 
into thy hand” (7:9). God did not say he would 
deliver; he said he had delivered. And Gideon be- 
lieved God in this, for before the attack he said to 
his men, “Arise; for Jehovah hath delivered into your 
hand the host of Midian” (v. 15). Are we praising 
the Lord Jesus Christ, not that victory may be, or 
will be, ours, but that victory is ours? God pledges 
us his word for this in Romans 8: 2. 

Teaching Points 

The “cake of barley bread” incident reminds us of 
the truth in 1 Corinthians 1: 26-31; and also of how 
the Lord Jesus used a little boy’s five loaves and two 
fishes to feed a multitude of five thousand (Matt. 14: 
17). God can do anything with a bit of bread, 
defeat a multitude, or feed a multitude. 

_ Other clear teachings of Victorious “Life truth 
in this lesson are brought out by Mr. Banks, and im 
the. Illustration Round Table (1, 2). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

_Was Gideon right or wrong in asking further 
signs of God in 6: 36, 39? 

Why does God never want people to think they 
have saved themselves by their own hand (7:2)? 
— was the water-drinking test not an. unfair 
one Be 

Was God’s offer of another’ sign to Gidéon (7: 
10, 11) a reflection on Gideon? 

Is it possible to live without fear? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





three companies blew the“trumpets, and brake the pitchers, 
and held the torches in their left hands, and the trumpets in 
their right hands wherewith to blow; and they cried, ‘The 
sword of Jehovah and of Gideon. 21 And they stood every 
man in his place round about the camp; and all the host 
ran; and shouted, and "put them to flight. 


1That i rembling. See verse 3. *Or, from the 
hill of Moreh onwards in the valley *Or, go round about 
“Or, A sword for, etc. SAnother reading is fled 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








campaign as God was now directing it. The num- 
ber of the enemy is shown in verse 12. Not much 
chance that Gideon’s three hundred, when God had 


“given them the victory, would vaunt themselves 


aaayuet him, “saying, Mine own hand hath saved 
me” 

The actual plan of attack is one of the marvel- 
ous Old Testament historical types of New Testa- 
ment spiritual truth. This is brought out clearly in 
the last three paragraphs of Dr. Smellie’s article, 
showing that Christians “have this treasure in earthen 
vessels.” As Dr. Haldeman has written: “The 
earthen vessel is a symbol of our earthly body, our 
commen human life (2 Cor. 4:7). The empty 
pitcher is a symbol of self-emptiedness. We are told 
that our Lord Jesus Christ . . . ‘emptied himself’ 
(Phil 2:6, 7). The Apostle exhorts us to have the 
same mind ‘which was also in Christ’ (Phil. 2:5). 
. . » There was to be a lighted lamp in the pitcher. 
The mg lamp is the Word of God (Psa. 119: 105). 
. .- The Psalmist says he hid the Word in his heart 
(Psa. 119: 11). As Christians we are to let the Word 
of Christ dwell in us (Col. 3:16). ... The pitchers 
were to be broken, not saved. As Christians we are 
not to try to save ourselves in the service of the 
Lord. . . . The iamps were to be broken that the 
light might shine out. We are to ket our light shine 
(Matt. 5:16). . . . Each man was to cry ‘ sword 
of the rd, and of Gideon.’ .. . The sword is the 
Word of God (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4: 12).” 

And of course God’s plans carried out perfectly, 
without a hitch, as they always do when they aro 
Obeyed and when he is trusted: He gave his people 


Tue Princiece or Depuction.—The 
of reasoning down from an accepted trut 
applications and implications. 
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“PHSRE are certain generalizations which men 
make often on insufficient evidence and sometimes 
these pass. into common proverb, and because of this 
men accept them and base conclusions upon them 
which are not warranted by either experience or 
the Word of God. For instance, Napoleon is credited 
with the statement that is on the side of the 
strongest battalion. If this were true, Gideon never 
would have been victorious. This is sufficient to sug- 
gest to us to be careful what we accept as truth 
since its applications and implications are necessarily 
far-reaching. Far more would we be justified in ac- 
cepting as truth, because far more in accord with" 
human experience and the Word of God, the state- 
ment of the colored orator Frederick Douglass that 
one and God make a majority; and the present les- 
son would support the word of the man who was 
born a slave rather than that of the would-be world 
conqueror, 

In the attempt to teach religious truth it is well 
to make sure that our basic principles are either 
in the Word of God or supported by it, for only 
then can we be sure that we shall not go astray in 
our deductions from that which we have accepted-as 


true. 

The Scofield Reference Bible says that the essence 
of faith consists in receiving what God has revealed, 
Did Gideon show this,.kind of faith? The Wey~ 
mouth New Testament translates Hebrews 11:1 thus: 
“Now faith is a well-grounded assurance of that for 
which ‘we hope, and a conviction of ‘the reality of 
things which we do not see.” .Do you think it was 
on the basis of this description in relation to the 
present incident that Gideon was included in the list 
of heroes of the faith? . If the evidence of faith is 
pgs A are the details that show Gideon a man 
of fai 
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At an after-meeting on the subject df the Victoe 
ested that it would be — 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





. & NOTHER fall through sin and another recov- 
ery thr 


ough God’s interposition. 

Books.—For the time of the Judges the best 
commentaries are the volume on Judges in the Pulpit 
Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 51 
volumes, each $2; sold only in sets); and the one 
in the Cambridge Bible for Is, by Lias (George 
P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, $1). Useful material 
will also be found in “Judges and Ruth,” by Wat- 
son, in the Expositor’s Bible (George H. Doran Com- 
y, New ts $1), and Volume IV of the series, 
rist in the Bible,” by A. B. Simpson (Christian 
Alliance Publishing Company, New York, $1). It 
is also important to study the geography of Pales- 
tine. See “The Students’ IMustrated Historical Geog- 
waphy of the Holy Land,” by W. W. Smith Kote 
i School Times Company, $1); and the places 
should be studied by means of.the Davis Bible Dic- 

tionary (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $3). 


Date.—Seven years at least after the time of Deb- 
erah and (5:31; 6:1). Some writers follow 
the margin of the Bible and say 1249 B. C.; others 
favor a different date. Beecher says 1329 B. C. 


l. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Test, Gideon’s new name (6:32) was per- 
haps a reminder that God would be victorious over 
Baal’s followers. New names were often given on 
important occasions (Abram, Jacob, Solomon, 2 
Samuel 12:5; Saul, Acts 13:9). The People {v. 1) 
were his own tribe of Manasseh and three other 
pa crughen tribes 335). The valley is that of Es- 

elon on the west of Jordan, noteworthy for many 
a battle and many a historic name, gage | that of 
Allenby in the recent.war. Harod is perhaps the 
same as the fountain of Jezreel (1 Samuel 29:1). 
Moreh (different from Gen. 12:6) is not elsewhere 
named, but was part of the heights on which Midian 
was encamped (6:33). Gilead (v. 3) is also other- 
wise unknown, though, of course, it was not the 
place east of Jordan. A ray 

As the plan was essentially religious God indicates 
a difficulty (v. 2). Gideon had tested God (6: 36- 

); now God would test Gideon. The invitation ‘to 

lepart was according to the law (oem. 20:8), and 
would also prevent panic in-battle if any should prove 
coward. But the people were still too many, and so 
a further test was given (v. 4). The method was 
simple. Lapping indicated alertness and self-control, 
while kneeling or lying down for a leisured drink 
would suggest the opposites. Difference of charac- 
ter was thus revealed, the men who sitord by lifting 
the water to their mouths by their hands, proving 
their fitness. Thus simply and yet conclusively, with- 
out any announcement beforehand, the men were tried 
out. This truth is impressively stated in Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull’s little volume of essays, “Character-Shap- 
ing and Character-Showing,” in the mm “Always 
in the Balances” (The Sunday School Times Co., 
50 cts.). (1) 

The Training (vs. 9-18). Gideon was first told to 
attack, but if afraid was to go with his servant and 
hear what was being said. This divine provision en- 
couraged the cautious man, and the result was soon 
seen (vs. 10-14), for terror had already taken hold 
of Midian. Gideon was now certain of God’s hand 
in all this, and reverently acknowledged it (v. 15). 
Simple preparations followed, though they were 
strange for military work. But they still further 
emphasized the divine aspect of the affair. Instead 
of weapons, the men were to have torches concealed 
in empty jars. The battle-cry was another recog- 
nition o , though Gideon’s name coming second 
in order would be a ‘help to the followers because of 
the dream. ~ 


The Triumph (vs. 19-25). The night was divided 
into three watches of four hours each (Exod. 14: 
24), 6 P. M. to 6 A. M., and so the middle would 
be 10 P. M. to 2 A. M. Gideon’s plan for his men 
to be at assigned places on different sides helped to 
eause the confusion that followed. Midian thought 
that a host was attacking them and fled in disorder 
(v. 21). Beth-shittah (v. 22) is not known, but prob- 
— was a village between the plain of Esdraelon 
and the Jordan. Abel-meholah was Elisha’s birth- 
place (1 <~ y 19:16). -Gideon’s disbanded army 
soon assembled (v. 23) when they heard of Midian’s 
flight. And to prevent the escape of the foe mes- 
sengers were sent to the great tribe of ma and 
two princes of Midian were captured. The “waters” 
were the streams from the hills into the Jordan, 
which had to be crossed hy Ephraim: 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 4y. (1) A First Call 
to praise, verse 1. (2) Reasons for Praise, verses 
2-5: Divine power, verse 2; Divine victory, verse 3; 
Divine authority, verse Zi Divine exultation, verse 5. 
{3) A Second Call to Praise, verse 6. (4) Reasane 
or Praise, verses 7-9: Divine Kingship, verse 7; Di- 
vine rulership, verse 8; Divine worship, verse 9. 
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ll. Additional Material for Teachers 
Judges 6:1-40; 8:1-35. 
1, Judges 6: 1-40. The circumstances leading up to 
~ Gideon's victory. 
(1) The consequences of the fourth declension 
from God, verses 1-6. 
2) The cry of Israel in distress, verse 7. 
3) The condemnation of , verses 8-10. 
4) The call of the deliverer, verses 11-16. 
5 The caution of 
The courage of Gideon, verses 25-32. 
7) The confirmation of faith, verses 33-40. 
2. Judges 8:1-35. The sequel of Gideon’s victory. 
(1) The jealousy of Ephraim, the leading tribe 
since Joshua’s day, verses 1-3. 
2) The pursuit of the kings, verses 4-21. 
3) The failure of Gideon, verses 22-27. 
4) The closing days of Gideon, verses 28-32. 
5) The renewed wandering from God, verses 33- 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Victory by God’s Help. 
There are two ways of obtaining victory, and these 
are often two stages in Christian experience: (1 
The first is expressed in the prayer “Lord help me,” 
and suggests as the one who enables us to win. 
(2) The second is expressed in the prayer “Lord use 
me,” and suggests God as the one who wins through 
us. In former case, the believer is the “agent” 
(or doer) ; in the latter he is the instrument or tool 
in the hands of the Divine Agent (or Doer). And 
the story of Gideon really illustrates the latter rather 
than the former, because everything Gideon did was 
a clear proof that God was the prime mover all 
through. This too is angen’ by the order of the 
words of the battle cry, “The sword of Jehovah and 


of Gideon.” “God’s biddings are enablings.” He 


never calls without providing grace sufficient. 


2. Young People and Adults: One with God a Ma~ 


jority. is suggests the solemn truth, which is so 
encouraging, that numbers are not everything. Qual- 
ity, reality, loyalty to God, are the main and most im- 
portant requirements. This is seen at the flood, when 
all were sinful but one man and his house (Gen. 6: 
5-8), and God used and blessed that one man (mark 
the “but” and “grace” in Gen. &:8). God’s vacancies 
are often filled up with strange leaders, discovered 
(like Gideos) in very unlikely places. As Dr. Wat- 
son says (“Judges and Ruth,” page 184), we make 
much to-day of tools and apparatus in every branch 
of affairs, but often the best work is done without 
elaborate materials. The greatest need is for a hu- 
man life wholly devoted to God, one that God can 
use, and then it will be seen what God can and will 
do through one man. “The Lord is with thee” (6: 
12) is the supreme assurance, and then Paul’s word 
came true (Phil. 4:13). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Power of God amid human weakness, The 
Golden Text shows that God is able to save in. vari- 
ous ways. Joshua’s action at Jericho was wholly unmil- 
itary, but it was God’s ne of teaching him (Joshua 
6). The cross looks foolishness to the world, but 
is really God’s power and wisdom (1 Cor. 1: 26-30). 
God often sets aside human position, wisdom, and 
might (as with the first-born in Genesis; Shem, Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph) in order to show his 
own wonderful power. “Not I, but” (Gal. 2:20;'1 
Cor, 15: 10). 

2. The Spirit of God as the source ef power. We 
see this in Gideon (6:34), and the entire story is 
2 striking illustration of Zechariah 4: 6. 


V. Leading Questions 

What qualities shown by Gideon prove his fitness 
for leadership? 

In what respects did God’s grace meet and supply 
Gideon’s weak points? 

Why was it necessary to test the people? (v. 7.) 

How did Gideon’s refusal to be king show his 
character? (8: 23.) 

What was the serious weakness undeslying Gideon’s 
request? (8: 24-27). 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Prophecy in This Lésson 
By Howard A. Banks 


CALLS to a warfare spiritual as Gideon’s was 
material, we have the predictive assurance of 
victory, even as Gideon had. God not only -proph- 
esied to him directly that He would give victory (v. 
7) but He gave him confirmation in letting him over- 
hear the interpretation of the predictive dream of 
the Midianite foe (vs, 14, 15). Gideon did not win 
that victory. It was Jehovah, who was the “Victory 
of Israel” (1 Sam. 15:29) .in every conflict, even as 
He is ours (Phil. 4:13; 2 Cor. 12:9). His Word 
is full of the assurance that we may always be con- 
querors through Christ, 
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the chosen man, verses 17-24. - 


In Earthen Vessels 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


T WAS one of the strangest wars ever waged. 

We pick out a few of its incidents. For, if the 

story is about “far off things and battles long 
ago,” it has fruitful lessons to teach us still. 


There is the lessening of Gideon’s army. _ 

It was never large, com with the multitudes of 
Midian ; at the most, the Northern tribes had mustered 
thirty-two thousand men. But, at the well of Harod 
twenty-two thousand returned to their homes, fearful 
and afraid, as even brave souls might be in such an 
emergency. And the remnant that stayed was to be 
sifte again ; these stalwarts were too many for God. 
In the hot sun they stooped to drink of a brook in 
the way. All except three hundred lay prone on the 
bank, that at their leisure they might enjoy a long 
and cooling draught. The three hundred acted differ- 
ently. They bent for an instant, lifted the water to 
their lips in the hollow of their hands, and pushed 
forward once more. They were doing a great work, 
and they could not loiter, “These are the men for 
me,” God said, “these only.” 

ne almost wishes that the fearful would go now- 
adays, and leave to more resolute spirits the de- 
fense of Christ’s kingdom. Many Christians are too 
timorous to speak out boldly for evangelical truth; 
they compromise matters with those whose creed is 
less unyielding. Many shrink from full and decisive 
obedience to their Master’s commandments; it in- 
volves them in sacrifices too exacting and a testi- 
mony too outspoken. These are sources of weakness 
and not of strength. If we are not to be hot for Him 
like Athanasius facing a hostile world, Christ would 
rather have us cold—jhe has told us so himself — 
cold as the ice and snow of winter. 


We pass to another episode of the campaign. 
There is the dream of the cake of barley bread. 

Under cover of night, by God’s direction, Gideon 
and his young slinotent left the slopes of Gilboa, 
and crept stealthily into the camp of the enemy. 
There, crouching behind a bush or a wall, they heard 
one Midianite narrate to another the dream which 
had just visited him. He had seen one of those 
small round cakes of coarse barley bread such as 
the Bedouins bake ‘among the coals. But what havoc 
the insignificant thing accomplished! It came tum- 
bling into their encampment. It smote the tent of 
their general. It laid it level with the ground. What 
could the curious vision portend? His comrade 
knew, for God had given him insight. . This is noth- 


.ing else, he said, save the sword of Gideon, the son 


of Joash, a man of Israel. From the mouth of an 
adversary the Hebrew captain hearkened to the prom- 
ise of victory, and learned the invigorating truth that 
to the no-mighties God multiplies strength. 

If only the opponents of the faith of Christ, and those 
whose lives are fighting an evil fight, were compelled 
to be as frank as these two Arab warriors, one feels 
sure that they would often confess their sense of in- 
security and their forebodings of disaster. If we are 
to be confident of success, we require to be battlin 
for a high and holy ideal, But there is nothing high 
or holy in the skepticism which saps belief and un- 
dermines the trust and the hope of men, nor yet in 
the ungodliness which would spread through society 
the miserable and poisonous leaven of self-will and sin. 
No satisfying forecasts of victory can gladden and 
buttress a heart which devotes its energies to such 
perverse aims; rather it will. be haunted by the pre- 
monitions of calamity and defeat. Perceive ye how 
we prevail nothing? the Pharisees and lawyers of 
Jerusalem said one to ayother, as they watched the 
progress of Jesus; behold, the world is gone after 
him. “Vicisti, O Galilaee!” ulian the Apostate cried 
with his latest breath—‘“Thou hast conquered, O 
Galilean!” They are futile weapons which are lifted 
against Christ. 


We take a third incident, the crowning one. There 
are the pitchers, and the lights, and the war-cry, 
The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon, 

The three hundred were divided into three com- 
panies. Each man of them was given an astonishing 
equipment —a ram’s horn, an earthen pitcher, and a 
light hidden in the pitcher. Silent and unseen, at 
midnight, they were stationed round the sleeping host. 
Then Gideon blew a blast on his horn, and shouted 
the watchword which gave the foremost place to his 
Lord and the inferior place to himself. After him, 
every Israelite broke his pitcher and let his light flash 
forth. The robber army started from,slumber. The 
men heard the terrifying sounds, saw the gleaming 
torches, listened to the splendid battle-cry. They 
were panic-stricken. In blind alarm they turned their 
swords’ on one another. And soon they were in 
ignominious flight. 

St. Paul says of Christians, We have this treasure, 
the treasure of Christ’s heavenly light, in earthen ves- 
sels, that the excellency of the power may be of God 
end not of us. He was recalling the pitchers, and 
the blazing torches, and the divine Strength which 
won the triumph. That is the picture of all believing 
souls. In’ ourselves, we are mere vessels of clay, 
peer and fragile We are ignorant; but’ God puts 

is wisdom in us. We are worthless; but‘God puts 


. 








“ te 2 


: 
4 
2) 
4 
ae 

4 
































his grace in us. We are unable to deal 
one stroke for him; but God puts his 
Spirit in us. And when he takes the 
government in this fashion we are in- 
vincible and can win his battles. We 
have lost our own life, to gain a life 
incalculably better than our own. 

only comfort of our littleness is that 
Thou art so great.” 

What is yet more surprising, the shat- 
tered pitcher and the flaming brand are 
emblematic of our Lord. As Man, 
Christ was an earthen vessel. More- 
over, he was a broken vessel, They 
nailed him to the Cross, They planned 
his destruction. They broke the ala- 
baster box which held the precious 
spikenard of his life: it was alabaster in 
its purity and lustrousness, if it was clay 
in its frailty. But the adversaries only 
brought discomfiture to themselves and 
glory to him. From the moment of his 
death, the light gleamed forth, clear and 
majestic, and rist was Conqueror. 
Power issued, and issues, and will issue 
till time is done, from the wounde 
Body and the outpoured Blood; and 
Jesus reigns from the Tree. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 
the lesson of May 2, “The Boy Samuel” 
(1 Sam. 1 : 24-28; 3: 1-21), will be found 
useful. ~ 


o => . 

The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


If you use this new feature of book-and- 
pamphlet suggestions, please write the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times and 
tell him so. If it could be made more 
helpful, please suggest how. 


I. For commentaries, the volume on Sam- 
uel in the Cambridge Bible for Schools, by 
Kirkpatrick (Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New 
York, 75 cts.), and the volunie in the Pul- 
pit Commentafy (Funk and Wagnalls, New 
York, 51 vols., $2 a vol.; sold only: in sets) 
are the best. Useful material is available 
in the volume in the “Expositor’s Bible,” by 
Blaikie (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1). 
Helpful teaching will also be found in “Sam- 
uel the Prophet,” by Dr. F. B. Meyer (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1). 


Il. How would your little boy feel if the 
Lord really spoke to him during the night? 
Frederick Hall, in “A Voice in the Night,” 
has beautifully caught the spirit of the story 
as he tells it in everyday terms. It can be. 
read in fifteen minutes, and makes an effec- 
tive close to the lesson. With it are included 
nine other equally entrancing stories of Bible 
events (The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, 75 cents, postpaid.) 


we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations witheut first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in e conduct of 
this department. One dollaf is offered for 
every. anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Illustrations on ether verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance ef acceptance 


illustrations on the Gelden Text. 

Short illustra ef frem 75 te 15@ words. 
are greatly pre They will be accepted 
ahead of ger ones eq y good, 

The Government’s Sword. — The 
sword of Jehovah (v. 20). If we 


‘are to be God’s soldiers, we must be 
armed with His weapons. A man en- 
lists in the army; there is a sword given 
to him; it is not a sword he has had 
made for himself, but one that has been 
submitted to certain tests. It is the 
Queen’s sword, and as such it is her 
will that it shall be so made as to be 
worthy of the mettle of every soldier 
who will wield it, and of the empire that 
supplies it. The soldier is not allowed 
to risk his life ‘by getting his village 
blacksmith to make one for Tin. It must 
have the stamp of the Government upon 
it. The battle is the Queen’s, and the 
sword is the Queen’s; and when the sol- 
dier gets that sword he feels that the 








whole British pn has staked its 
credit upon the ity of that sword.— 
From a sermon by D. Davies. Sent by 
V. Shoemaker, Camp Hill, Ala. The 
rize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. (1) 


A Victory Song.—The sword of Je- 
hovah and o Gideon (v. 20). Thott E. 


spect, in the Young People’s Prayer- 
eeting, in The Sunday School Times 
uoted the song 


of December 21, 1918, 
of the Panama Canal builders : 


“ Got any rivers they say are uncrossable? 
Got any mountains you can’t funnel 


through? 
We s in the wholly impossible 


Doing the thing that no one can do.” 


—Sent by Mrs. A. B. Salmon, Lock 
Haven, Pa. 


The Wonder of Richard’s Sword.— 
The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon (v. 
20). When Saladin looked at Richard 

ur de Lion’s sword, he was aston- 
ished that a blade so ordinary could have 
done such woriders. Richard bared his 
arm, and said: “It was not the sword, 
Saladin, it was the arm that did the great 
things.” We are but the instruments 
which God wields.—Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. (2) 


Why He Wasn't Troubled.—There is 
no restraint to Jehovah to save by many 
or by few (Golden Text). A merchant 
in Glasgow used to preach wherever he 
thought he could do good. One day he 
was talking about Shamgar. “Over the 
hill,” he said, “there came a man. He 
came near Shamgar and said, ‘Shamgar, 
Shamgar, run for your life! Six hun- 
dred Philistines are coming over the hill 
after you.’ But Shamgar said, “They 
are four hundred short. I'll take care 
of them.’ He believed the Scriptures, 
you see,— that one should chase a thou- 
sand.”— From D. L. Moody. Sent by J. 
A, Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. é 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Too P us.— The people that are 
with thee are too many (v. 2). The 
Midianites were six times as many as 
the Hebrews, and here God says: the 
pitifully small army is entirely too large 
for the job. How Gideon must have 
held on to that fleece demonstration just 
then. Gideon was to learn, as the rest 
of us have to learn, that our danger lies 
in the largeness of the equipment with 
which we have to fight the battle of life. 
We are apt to be spoiled by prosperity. 
Look at that family you may know which 
has large means with which to go up 
against the world of poverty and sin and 
all the other hosts of Satan, and what 
do you see? The very largeness of: the 
means is likely to defeat the family. God 
seems to like to choose the small and 
weak things of the world to win victo- 
ries for him. Almost every great and 
triumphant man we know about came 
from the humble cottage and not the 
lordly mansion. Lloyd George in Eng- 
land. Woodrow Wilson in America. 
The great lawyer, the great preacher, 
the great educator, the great writer, is 
usually the fellow who worked and bor- 
rowed his. way vonige college. Where 
is the feHow whose Guv’ner sent him a 
nice fat check every month, and who 
was the be 0g” c ¥ on the campus 
and in the Eta Bita Pie? Many hun- 
dreds of prosperous men have gotten 
into the habit of reading these notes 
every week. If you want Jack to win 
out in his contest with the world, dig 
into this lesson good and deep and act 
upon what you discover. Right now it 
is ten to one Jack is too many. Cut him 
dowa and cut him off (Eccl. 7: 11, 12; 
Prov. 3: 12). 


Cards.—Every one that yee gett 
as a dog lappeth . .. set by himself (v. 
5). What a simple test. Just the way 
a man drinks determines whether he 
means business, or is just going along. 
It is the trifles that build character, and 
character is no trifle—to paraphrase 
the old perfection saying. hen a bo 
comes into our office to apply. fora jo! 
a word or two and a once over settle 
the matter. The shoes may be patched 
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and old, but the strings are well tied, and 
the blacking reaches the heels, The 
clothes may be well worn and at 
the knees, but the gasoline and clothes- 
brush have done their duty. “When do 
u do your spring plowing?” said Uncle 
illy as he looked at a young fellow’s 
nails, Manners make the man, 
and alertness makes the soldier. If you are 
going to fight this battle of life to a suc- 
cess you must be wide-awake and never 
be caught napping. Our adversary is effi- 
ciency to the mth power. . Shut your 
eyes but once arid you are a goner. is 
is why you cannot afford to let the card 
fool eee Jack Rose, the ex-gam- 
ler, who knows, has just been writi 
a series of magazine articles, telling o 
well-known men he has known. who 
started’ to ruin with the friendly game 
of cards. And the card game is only 
oné way of getting a young fellow’s 
nose down into the water—with an 
alert enemy gunning for fools. How 
many parents right now are “bridging” 
the children’s way to ruin? Ask Jack 
Rose. He knows (1 Peter 5:8). 


One to the Hundred.—The number 
... was three hundred men (v. 6). Three 
hundred out of thirty-two thousand were 
really “on the job.” -One to the huh- 
dred. And isn’t that about the propor- 
tion to this day? If you hire one hun- 
dred men there will likely be just one 
you can select for a good foreman. -J 
was in a large store that has an art 
gallery. For weeks there has been shown 
there in a conspicuous position ,a large 
and costly painting. It is a Biblical sub- 
ject not very well known. There is not 
a salesperson in all that large picture de- 
partment who can tell me the story of 
the painting. Not any wide-awake 
enough to look it up. I have made the 
same test in great jewelry stores. I 
have not yet found a gem salesman 
who has ever read, or even heard of, 
John Ruskin’s mastefly work on gems, 
“Deucalion.” I have not in Philadelphia 
found an Oriental rug salesman who 
even knows that in the Philadelphia Li- 
brary is a monumental work on rugs, 
which cost $500, giving the colors and 
history of the world’s greatest Oriental 
rugs and carpets. In Coatesville not 
one in a hundred of the mill men takes 
his trade paper and can sit down and 
discuss intelligently the coke, coal, and 
pig iron situation. In our churches how 
many to the hundred are really work- 
ing g and hard and seriously and 
Gideonly at the religion they profess? 
How many in the “army of the Lord” 
would meet the Gideon test? In how 
many places is the church hammering at 
the Sunday-school doors, hungry for the 
honor and privilege of helping build 
boys and girls into one hundred percent 
Christians? (Rev. 3:16). 


CoATESVILLE, PA. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father. 
we.thank thee for thy loving withdrawal 
from our possessions of the things that 
would make us less dependent upon thee. For- 
bid. that we should ever have such a con- 
sciousness of any supposed strength of our 
own that we should lose the fine edge of our 
keer. sense of need. Teach us the new meas- 
ures of strength that thou didst reveal to 
Gideon, not in numbers at his disposal, but in 
the measureless resources at thy disposal, in 
accordance with his need. If thou art for us, 
Oo » who can be against us? In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Too much money 
for his own good! Well, that is what 
folks often say about a young man with 
a fortune, and who does not know how 





to use it. But how many of us really 
MAN FEW 
Goo OAYS 100 Many 
TRUST GOD! 











understand the part. that too much of 
anything in the way of possessions can 
play in hindering our best life? What 
we have so often prevents us from rest- 





( Continued on the next page) 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE VICTORY OF 
GIDEON'S BAND 





6:34. 
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2 20,21. 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


ca 


The title to this lesson might have been 
“What Happens When One Places Himself 
at God’s Disposal and Obeys Orders.” It 
matters tiot so much whether one be the 
oldest or youngest in his father’s household, 
whether richest or podrest in his neighbor- 
hood, whether Midianites or Bolsheviki 
threaten his business or crops, or whether 
people mock, applaud, laugh, or cry over 
his methods; that which matters is. whether 
one hears the Call to service and throws 
himself bodily into the Divine Plan. 

The design of the Little Jetts this week 
is to help get that big lesson across. Clip 





the scenes apart,. paste on cardboard, and 
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‘also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
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Judges 
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distribute to the pupils on the Sunday bef 
the lesson, with the request that they read 
carefully the sixth and seventh chapters of 
Judges, and come next Sunday prepared 

give the part of the narrative indicated 
the scene assigned, as the number is 


Ei 


d 
winepress? Do you ever shrink up and 
of by the presence of "s 

enemies? Listen and you may hear this: 
eS a eo ae < 
v Vag 

No. 2. What is Gideon ging to the God- 
sent messeager — and why 

No. 3. What is Gideon doing now? Is it 
a wise “first step” to take when entering 
upon a larger service for God? 

No. 4. It was said of Roderick Dhu in “The 
of the Lake”: 


“One blast upon his bugle horn 
Were worth a thousand men.” 


This blast of Gideon’s bugle was worth— 
how many men? (See chapter 7:3.) One 
clear call, answered by a surrendered life, 
is God’s magnet for drawing other men in 
great numbers. ; 

No. 5. Did Gideon do right to test God? 
God never has failed (and never will) to 
give ample proof of the Call to the man 
who is willing unreservedly to enter his 
service; and the proof will require no mag- 
nifying glass—there will be a bowl full of 
dew or a valley full of dead Midianites. 

No. 6. Why did God reduce Gideon’s army 
to three hundred men? Are you being tested 
in any similar way to-day? Think of your 
limitations — tfien of God’s “unlimitations”! 

No. 7. What wonld a military man say 
about Gideon’s “ordnance” and “tactics”? 


Who is the wiser—God or the military 
man? : 
Save clippings for Review Sunday. 
we 


From the Platform 


(Continued from the preceding page) 


ing upon God’s promises! There were 
too many people with Gideon for God 
to allow him to win! That isn’t the 
way we usually think about our re- 
sources, but it is God’s way. His strength 
is not. made coy as an addition to 
our strength, but is made.perfect in our 
weakness, in our lack, if our emptiness. 
The strong chyrch is ‘not always the 
largest .church; the big Sunday-school | 
is not always.the better Sunday-school. 
Perhaps: we think far ‘too much about | 
what we call equipment when we mean | 
mere things. wants room in which | 
his own work can be done without hav- 
ing the place all cluttered up with our 
little contrivances. No, no, I do not 
mean that we ought to be without good | 
tools for our work, but I do mean that | 
they ought never to get in the way of 
our complete dependence upon God. Have 
you too many things upon which you} 
are depending, so that there are great | 
victories in your life just prevented by 
these things? Are you saying “not | 
enough” while God says “too many”? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Come, Thou Almighty King.” 

“Love Divine, all love excelling.” 
“Soldiers of Christ! arise.” 

“Jesus still lead on.” 

“Faith of our Fathers!” 

“God of our fathers, known of old.” 
“My faith looks up to thee.” 

“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
sical Psalm Book set to music, including 


Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Psalm 18: 1-50 (34 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34.: 1-22 (76: 1-4). 
Psalm 48 : 1-14 (110 : 1-3). 
Psalm 661-20 (140 : 1-4). 
Psalm 47 : 1-9 (103 : 1-3). 


Do you want the school to know some 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the 
eutstanding Bible events; and many 
other things in and about the Bible that 
@ Sunday-school should know? Try 
drilling the school for three to five min- 
utes each Sunday on Smith’s Supple- 
mental Bible Question Course. « It’s 
wonderfully interesting and stimulating. 
Jt maw be had from The Sunday~School 





Times Company for 60 cents. 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs."Mary Poster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God helps peo- 
ple to he brave (the same teaching as 

t week). 

Note.— To-day’s gragiic and fasci- 
nating story includes five scenes: the 
Midianite intruders; Gideon, threshi 
wheat; the assembling and testing o 
his soldiers; Gideon's night trip to the 
Midianite camp; the victorious battle 
and pursuit. Use Bible language as far 
as possible. 

Review—Who helped Deborah and 
Barak to be brave and defeat Captain 
Sisera? What did Jael do? They could 
all truly say, “God is my Helper.” After 
Debo: and Barak returned home they 
sang a wonderful thanksgiving song, 
which some one at home can read to you 
from Judges, chapter five. 

Lesson Story—Years afterward an- 
other battle was fought near the same 
place. This is how it happened. 

Some Wandering people, called Mid- 
ianites, who lived in tents, decided that 
it was easier to steal cattle and grain 
than to raise them. Eve ear they 
waited until the Children of Israel h.d 

lanted their fields. When the grain 

n to ripen, these Midianites came 
into the country with their cattle and 
camels; they set up their tents and 
frightened the Children of Israel so that 
many left their homes and fields to hide 
in dens and caves of the mountains. 
Then the Midianites let their animals 
eat up the grass in the pastures, and 
they stole the sheep and grain and carried 
them away. .The Children of Israel 
nearly starved, and wondered what they 
could do. 

One day a young man named Gideon 
worked fast and hard near his father’s 
winepress, pounding - ripened grain, 
which he hoped to store away safely 
provers those Midianites should see and 
steal it, 





Gideon’s back must have ached from 
such hard work. As he stood up straight 
and looked around he was surprised to 
see an angel mes er erg Ayan 
an oak tree near by, who said, Lord 
is with thee, thou brave man. Gideon 
said, If that is true, why do we have 
so much trouble from these Midianites? 
The messenger said, Go in thy might, 
and save Israel—have not.I sent thee? 
Thou shalt smite the Midianites. 

Gideon ‘said, If that is true, wait here 
until I bring a present for you, so Gideon 
went to prepare some meat and bread 
and brought it back. The ert mes- 

r was waiting, and _ y the 
rom lt this rock. Gideon did so. The 
angel touched it with his: staff, fire rose 
from the rock and consumed it. Then 
the messenger departed. Gideon knew 
that God had sent him, and felt afraid, 
but God said, Peace be unto thee; fear 
not. Gideon then built an altar and wor- 


shi i 

ose Midianites did come again, and 
made their camp near where Captain Sis- 
era had made his. Gideon blew a trum- 


pet to summon messengers to send 
through the country to gather soldiers. 
Thousands came. The Lord said, Let 


any who are afraid return home. Still 
there were ten thousarid remaining. (De- 
scribe the test and selection of Gideon's 
three hundred.) : , 

That night the Lord said to Gideon, 
Take your servant and go down near 
the Midianites’ camp and you shall hear 
what they say (Judges Mente Gid- 
eon felt Seaver after he knew that the 
Midianites were afraid. 

He divided his soldiers into three 
companies of one hundred each, and 
gave to each man a trumpet, and a 
pitcher with a lighted torch inside, Then 
Gideon said, When I give .the signal, 
do just what I do. Soon after midnight 
they drew near to the Midianites’ camp. 
Gideon signaled. Each man blew his 
trumpet, broke his. pitcher, and caught 
up his torch and cried, The sword of 
Jehovah and of Gideon. Every man 
stood in his place. 

The crashing noises woke the Midian- 
ites from sound sleep. They were so 
ye gener that they ran, crying out, and 
fled away. That day Gideon and _ his 
three hundred won a great victory. They 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


These Lesson Cartoons, fopyright y The Sunday School Times Company, may be had in 


stereopticon slides from George 


nd Slide Co., Inc., 14 W. Washingtoa Street, Chicago 





Isnt it about time to 
sinash these pitchers? 



























believed, If God be for us, who is against 
us? Gideon was soon chosen judge for 
the Children of Israel. 

After the Story—Have any of you a 
father who is a traveling man? Ask him 
whether he ever saw a Gideon Bible 
on the table or dresser of his room at 
the hotel. A band of men called Gideons 
plan to place a Bible in every hotel room 
in the whole country. 

_Whenever you see a man wearing on 
his coat lapel a small blue button, with 
a white, pitcher on it, fou may know he 
is a Gideon. 

God still helps people to be brave, just 
as he helped Debo and Gideon. 

Expression.—Give the meaning of our 
sa Be Brave, Be Pure, Be 

ru 


Peoria, It. 
. we 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The need that called for the ‘man. 
2. The man that met the need. 
3. The plan that brought the victory. 
4. The victory — whose was it? 








PPOINT four pirls to present the 

four phases of this splendid old 
victory-story, asking each to bear in 
mind as she prepares her section of the 
lesson the great underlying question sug- 
gested above as the climax of it all, Ask 
them so to tell the result of their study 
that their listeners shall realize the an- 
swer without any explicit statement of 
it until you, the~teacher, call for the 
answer at the close of the entire lesson. 
Perhaps it would sharpen the point to 
write this all-important question on the 
board, in plain sight, before the lesson 
begins— WHosE was _ 1T? — without 
comment, except the assurance that, by 
close. attention, all’ can surely answer 
it when the lesson is ended. 


1. This section calls for a careful read- 
ing of Judges 6: 1-10, ny san he ex- 
plicit statement in verse 6. ote the 
immediate situation given in verse 33 
and the description of the mobilized 
strength of the enemy of Israél in chap- 
ter 7, verse 12, Contrast this overwhelm- 
ing strength with the pitiful plight of 
Israel as given in 6: 2-4. Ask for care- 
ful thinking as to the right answer te 
our leading question on this point: 
Whose was the need that called for the 
right man? _ Certainly the poor sinful 
people of Israel, whose sin had found 
them out in such a diréful manner, 
needed a deliverer from their enemies; 
but did not: God also need a man will- 
ing to be such a deliverer in such a 
need? It is an amazing and solemniz- 
ing thought that.God has chosen so to 
govern this world that he does indeed 
need us in the process, even as he needed 
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, Elijah, 
Isaiah. Does he so need you? 


2.°The second girl should have dis- 
cernment enough to be able to discover 
Gideon’s ruling characteristics, as well as 
the facts of his life and conduct, as she 
reads chapters six and seven. Girl num- 
ber one should not trespass on her suc- 
cessor’s subject, though both must search 
the same material for their points. All 
our girls are required to do such defi- 
nite, clear-cut work at school every day 
— why not in their Bible study? Even 
our youngest girl could gather all the 
facts«we know about Gideon’s family, 
oor g open call by the angel of Jehovah, 
and his acts up to the actual battle plan. 
That must be left for girl number three. 

From these facts and acts the class can 
discover Gideon’s timidity, extreme cau- 
tion before action, slow but sure faith 
when once convinced, his attention to 
small details, and his courage to do the 
right thing, however hard, when once 
he saw his duty. Perhaps what seemed 
timidity was true modesty, the very best 
foundation for true courage when 
coupled with true faith in God. Our 
question must become “Whose was he?” 
in this case, and no better answer than 
Paul’s ringing confession in the face of 
shipwreck (Acts 27: 23), “the God whose 
I am, and whom I serve,” can be found. 
Note that it was an angel who strength- 





ened Pau!’s faith, just as the angel had 
made Gideon sure of his mission for 
God. full study of Gideon’s un- 
faltering faith must of course follow 
the story of his victory. 

3. This is at ance the most interest- 
ing and easiest section of the lesson. 
Give it to a younger girl, asking her 
to give numbers very accurately, the two 
tests of those fit for such a victory most 
clearly, and Gideon’s final instructions 
for the battle as carefully as he himself 
did. A word may be needed as to the 
kind of lamps and pitchers used, and an 
interesting discussion brought out as to 
how the lapping of water was a test 
for fitness in this instance. Surely none 
can miss the answer to our question on 
this point; most certainly Gideon knew 
whose was the, plan that brought the 
victory, and with superb fidelity he ad- 
hered to it to the letter. 


4. Your dramatic girl will enjoy tell-: 


ing the climax to the whole story, so 
vividly given to us in our lesson pas- 
sage, 7: 16-23. She cannot miss the truth 
that Gideon knew the victory was com- 
ing before he led his immortal three 
hundred into battle — strange battle! — 
and knew equally well whose was the 
victory (note verses 9, 14,15): “I have 
delivered,” “God hath delivered,” “Je- 
hovah hath delivered,” even as Joshua 
knew concerning Jericho (Joshua 6: 16), 
and Deborah knew.concerning Sisera 
(Judges 4:14). s it not because he 
new whose the victory was, as he 
shouted it forth in his famous battle- 
cry (7:20), that he also knew the vic- 
tory was as certain as the word of Je- 
hovah? 


Home Study 


See Judges 8:28 for the full fruit of 
this victory. The full fruit? Do you 
know the story of our modern “Gideons,” 
who win victories with ‘Books, instead 
of lamps and pitchers? 

ATLANTA, GA, 


Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Midianites as Old Testa- 
ment Huns. 

Discussion; A. letter describing the 
Midianite invasion; Gideon’s divine call 
acted out; increasing the odds; battle — 
tactics on the map. 

Main points: Prompt obedience to 
God’s call; careful preparation for our 
part; dependence on God’s power. 











ID you know there were Huns in 
Bible times? Teacher says he be- 
lieves Kaiser William must have . de- 
scended from the Midianites in this les- 
son. They were the next nation to con- 
quer poor sin-weakened Israel. 
Little Carl had the home question 
about this, and he gave it in the form 


of an imaginary letter from Joash, Gid- 
eon’s father, telling how hard had 
worked all summer and that the Midian- 
ites came down in hordes and ate -up, 
burned up, and carried away everything 
they had raised, exceptea little wheat 
that they had hidden in the old wine- 
press, and they didn’t know how they 
| were going to get through the winter. 
. My perenne was about Gideon’s divine 
call. I explained that an angel appeared 
and told him to deliver Israel. Then 
later on Gideon wasn’t. suré, and tested 
by means of a_sheep’s fleece. 
After I told about it I acted it out, 
teacher taking the part of the angel and 
father’s big auto sponge being the fleece. 

Fatty told us that at first Gideon had 
yooh Qa’ y thousand men against one hun- 
dred and thirty-five thousand Midianites. 
If God had given them the victory they 
would have boasted that one Israelite 
could lick four Midianites, and they 
would have gotten stuck on themselves. 
So let twenty-two thousand weak- 
kneed ones go home, That left one to 
thirteen, and would be worse yet. Then 
God cut it down to three hundred, and 
let them go out, one against forty-five, 
knowing that then they would have to 
acknowledge his power. 

Fred showed his map of the battle- 
field and Bulldog Jones told how Gid- 
eon strung his men out all around the 
enemies’ camp, even though his men were 
a block or two apart. Then in the night 
every man blew his bugle and. waved hi 
torch, and the Midianites thought every 
bugle was sounding the charge for a 
regiment, and that they were about to 


other in the dark, and soon it was over. 

We wound up ! each naming three 
ways we could be Ske Gideon. ‘Teacher 
put the best three on the board: Prompt 
obedience to God’s call; careful prepa- 
ration. for our part; complete trust in 
God’s power. ¢@ 

Teacher said we each had a bigger 
battle to fight than Gideon had, not only 
to overcome Satan’s attacks on our own 
souls but in fighting the forces. of wick- 
edness in the world. We are soldiers, and 
it is our business to help carry out 
Christ’s campaign against the works of 
the devil everywhere, even in darkest 
Africa if God sends us there. But God’s 
Spirit will always give us victory. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Ruth 1. 


Why did this family leave home? 
How long were they gone? 
Why did they return? 


_ Draw a map with a dotted line show- 
ing their journey and return. 


In what way did Ruth show her true 
heart? 


What distinction came to her? 
Denver, Cor. 

we 
Method books you need in Sunday- 


school work are listed in The Sunday 
School Times’ book catalog. 
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** His Mother’s Sermon,” from “ Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush.” For,25 cents we will mail one each and 
our two new Children’s Day Services entitled ‘‘ Days of Youth’ and ‘Beauties of Junetime.” 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 225 W. 36th Street, New York 


of the Bible,”’a Scriptural service,and 
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A Bargain in Hymn-Books 





lection of the best known and best 


less than 50), carriage extra. 


act quick 








We still have a few hundred. copies of The National Hymn- 
book, a handsome, cloth-covered book, of almost two hundred pages, 
edited by Robert Ellis Thompson, S. T. D. The books are slightly shelf- 
worn but are otherwise in perfect condition. They contain an ideal se- 


Their original price was 50c a copy, but to close them out quickly we 
now offer them at the very small figure of $15 a hundred (in lots of not 


_ While this is not a new book it is a very serviceable one, and should 
in these days of high prices be very acceptable to churches or Sunday- 
schools that are looking for a low-priced book. 


TuHE SunpDay ScHoot Tres Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Nots— As the stock is limited and the offer advantageous, orders will be filled*strictly 
peng to the date on which they are received. i i 
y. Examination copy sent on request. 


liked church hymns. 


If you are interested, it will be well to 


be gobbled up. ‘So they killed one an-|’ 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





April 25. Christian Principles in Personal and 
Public Health. 1 Cor. 6: 19, 20. 

May 2. How to Show Sympathy. Matt>.25: 
34-40. (Consecration meeting.) ’ 

May». Cultivating High Ideals. Col 3: 1-4. 

May 16. Religion Pays. 1 Cor. 3 : 18-33. 


Sunday, April 18 
? 


When Is Courage Needed 
(Luke 12:4; Deut. 20: 1-4; Esth. 
4: 13-17). 


e in Danger (Acts 4 : 13-22). 
Was there really any danger for Peter and 
John? Can there be any real danger to 
frighten those who know “For me to live is 
Christ”? It is his presence that becomes 
our courage. 

Tues.—In T: tion (i Pet. 5 : 6-11). Some 
one has translated the verse, “Casting all 
your care upon him; for he careth for 
you,” making the last five words read, 
“For it matters to him.” Since it matters, 
since he cares, it gives us courage in 
temptation. 

Wed.—In Difficult Tasks (Num. 13 : 17-25). 
The Bible is jammed with difficult tasks 
where God supplied the courage, from Noah 
and the flood to the martyrs and death, 

Thurs.—In Desperate Situations (2 Sam. 10: 
6-14). Battle situations in the Bible are 
only: types of spiritual conflicts. We are 
now arrayed against the powers of dark- 
ness, headed by Satan, and it is ours cour- 
ageously to believe God, coming boldly to 
the throne of grace, where we are sure to 
find help. 

Fri—In Meeting Opposition (Phil. 1 : 27-30). 
Christian courage that meets opposition is 





the courage to humble ourselves and trust 
alone in Christ to deliver. It is not our 
part to fight our own battles, but bravely 
to expect Christ to walk upon the troubled 
waters. 

Sat.—In Rebuking Sin (Matt. 14: 1-12). It 
cost John his head to rebuke sin. It may 
cut you.off from many a friendship to’take 
your stand against sin; but the connec+ 
tion between yourself and our holy Lord 
will: be the sweetest of fellowship; 


"TO fight for you.” ‘This is the heart 

of this week’s topic, found in Deut- 
eronomy 20:1-4. This is the only thing 
that can give our hearts courage, — that 
God has undertaken to fight for us. He 
has looked into every diré necessity of 
our lives, and has made a way of meet- 
ing it. ‘He sees every conflict of our 
souls and bodies, and has provided a 
way to bring relief. If it were not for 
this faith in his willingness to under- 
take to’ fight in our behalf our souls 
would give way; for. the battle is too 
great. We might have bulldog stoicism 
in the face of death, but this would not 


| be_ courage. 


I called on a poor man three days ago 
an hour after his wife had died. Some 
whiskey was still left in his stock, and 
he had resorted to it freely. He had 
never been drunk before in his life, 
he told me, and I had reason to believe 
it. “But,” said he, “Paul, I don’t know 
another thing to brace me.” This poor 
man, who knew not God, who had never 
accepted our Saviour, found a situation 
that the heart could not meet. Others 
have lost their minds; others have gone 
all the rest of their lives with broken 
hearts, their courage gone; but we, 
thank God, are not as those which have 
no hope. A glorious provision has been 
made, for our blessed Saviour is the 
| of Death. 

ere are temptations that are entirely 
too much for any human heart to with- 
stand, but hear the Word say, “But God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it.” 

There are disappointments, but those 
who have learned to trust Him meet 
them with ge > courage, for they have 
learned truly that their disappointments 
are God’s appointments. Hear him again 
say, “All things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose.” 

All this surrounds this glorious truth, 
“For the Lord your God is he. that goeth 
with you, to fight. for you against your 
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enemies, to save you.” We are bound 
to be victors, for he undertakes to be 
our Victory. . 

How may we show moral courage? 
—Any kind of courage always shows. 
It even’ gets into the nérves of the eye 
and into the lines about the face. When 
the Lord Jesus has washed the heart 
in his own precious blood and filled it 
with his own Spirit, 
that he gives expresses itself in every 
one of our life movements. ae 

When is courage needed in business? 
—When you put the in the office 
door. Only the man willbe victorious 
who dares to surrender the day to Christ 
and trust him to make -the decisions. 

What practises undermine courage? 
—Any kind of double living opens the 
heart's door to fear, — fear of detection, 
fear of loss through being exposed, — 
and fear always robs us of courage. 
“Perfect love casteth out fear.” 


Moopy Cuurcn TABerNacte, CxIcaco. 
DO NOT TAKE CHANCES 
with your money ! 


Conservative investment in annuity form, 
bearing interest as high as 8%. Write 
for interesting booklet, Bis.es anpD 
Bonps, free! Every dollar pays for the 
work of distributing the Holy Scriptures. 
Non-sectarian. You are asked to invest; 
your principal is safe, and payments are . 
made punctually. No worries or losses. 


WRITE TODAY! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Room 25 J., Bible House, Astor Place, New York 








Poultry News 


The next three issues of POULTRY NEWS will be 
sent free and without obligation to all poultry, raisers 
who write at once and enclose the names and addresses 
of 3 friends or neighbors who keep ‘chickens, : ch 
issue is full ot valuable hints on chicken raising; 
how to prevent White Diarrhoea ; how to save baby 
chicks ; how to develop big fat broilers ; how to start 
pullets laying early ; how to get more eggs. Every 
poultry raiser who wants to make money out of his 
poultry should read these free issues. Just send a 
post card or letter today with the names of 3 or more 
riends or neighbors, Address Editor Poultry News, 
6144 Poultry Bidg. JKansas City, Mo. 


Scientific Homiletics 
Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and Classroom. New, 
not taught in the schools. Exegesis, sermon construc- 
tion and creative writing ctical, thorough 
andeasy. All need it regardless vioug training. 
Rare equipment for evangelistic work. The Prob f 
Selecandente ia Ses tints eviine Oe laer pane 
ndence in five $, puttin e t traini 
for her and teacher into the home. For fu'l x 








formation, 


Address, G. S. Anderson, Selma, Ala. 
6 Books by Dr. W. E. Biederwolf 


“ Unvarnished Facts About Christian Science,” 
§ cents 
“‘ Spiritualism,” 15 cents. ‘‘ Russellism,’’ 15 cents 
“ Mormonism,” 1§ cents. * Adventism,”’ 18 cents 
ALL 5 FOR 50 CENTS 
Dr. Biederwolf's new book of sermons, “The Man 
God Tried to Kill,” 75 cents. 


THE GLAD TIDINGS PUBLISHING Co. 
202 S. Clark Street Chicago, Ill. 


S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 
Now in its 37th year, is only, 75c ayear. Every S.S. teache 
er needs it. Marion Lawrance says: ““Lhere is no other 
Llike as well.”’ Sample copyfree.158 Fifth ave., New Y ork 
—_—_—_—_——X—san__—ssS3!_—____ 












.» Pulpits, Altars, Book |p) 
ks, Tables. Desks EVERYTHING. | 
finest furniture made. Direct from our 

to your chi Catalog f 











Comfort Your Skin 
With CuticuraSoap 


and Fragrant Talcum 
Sor fears: Rie se ee 
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2 | Children at Home 


The Whistlepig Family 
By. Gurdon Trumbull Scoville 
ve been a reader of The Sunday 
mes for any length of time, you of 


First Lieutenant Trottie as 
Out-of- 


4 
: 


HE. snow still blanketed the earth 
when the first bluebird, flying over- 
head, fluted his alto notes. “Faraway, 
faraway,” he seemed to say, while the 
las ‘back, “Spring! spring! 
spring ! e whole world sighed and 
awoke. chickadees called “Spring’s 
here, aon here,” and the crows 
cawed happily. — - : 
Five feet under the snow a pair of 
woodchucks, or whistlepigs, as they call 
them south of Mason and Dixon’s Line, 
lay fast asleep in their den. Yet at 
this call of spring they thawed out and 
nosed their way to the surface of the 
already fast-melting snow. 


a 





Cough, Spasmodic 


Croup, Colds, Catarrh, 
Asthma, Influenza, 
— Coughs, itis. 
Simp’ safe and avoiding internal drugs. 
.. Cresolene Seaichemioma et Whecging- 
and SpasimodicCroup at once:it nips the common cold 
before it has a chance of developing into something worse, and 
eaperionce shows thete ed dangerous cold. 
Booth says: “Ne where there are 
young should be without this 
The air the 


ial 


lene relieves b 
Fever and Measles and is a valuable 





ti ot Scarlet 
aid in the treatment of 


ful use, 
Sold by Druggists. Send for descriptive booklet 


TryCresoleneAn' 
eom of slippery elm bark, licorice, sugar and Creso! 
Tnepesn's harm you. Of your druggist or from us, 10c. in 


sta 
THE VAPO-CRESOLENE CO. 62 Cortlandt St., New York 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Canada 

















by ‘‘MOVIE’’ and 
still projection 


Visual Instruction 


LANTERNS sold and 
rented.Our Slide Library 
includes the S.S. Times 
Cartoons. Special slides 
made to order from your 
pictures or negatives. 
Write for bulletins. 


GEORGE W. BOND SLIDE CO. 
Rm. .S., 14 W. Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 


BULLETIN BOARDS 


A fine 50 x 32 outside board at $19.85 


SLIDES, STEREOPTICONS 


and moving pictute machines, sold and rented 


2. S. HOLLINGSWORTH MFG.CO. Overton, Nebraska 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, jordnas: titiga. 


Scofield’s Latest Word on Prophecy 


What Do the Prophets Say? 


The result of a life-time study of the Bible 
With Scripture Reference Verses printed 
in full at the foot of the pages, and with 
copious topical and Scripture indexes, 

75 cents, postpaid 
Tue Sunpay Scuoo.t Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





























A month later, at the end of April, 
five blind little woodchucks slept in the 
nursery of the den. For six. weeks 
they stayed in their burrow. In the 
meanwhile Father Woodchuck had 
off, leaving to the mother the tro 
of raising the family. 

One warm day in mid-June when 
great white ‘clouds broke across the 
cobalt sky, the st of the. whistle- 
pig babies poked his head out of the 
den into a world of-bobolinks and clover 
drenched with sun. The other four fol- 
lowed him, and they alf lay out on the 
hot earth beside their mother. Then 
they were taught to nibble the tender 
clover and grass-tips. ~ 

As they grew older and stronger they 
would push out farther and farther 
from their burrow, to where the clover 
was sweetest. Sometimes on_ bright 
moonlight nights they would come out 
for an hour of play. Once, however, 
when they were playing in the. clover, 
a great shadow, like a huge moth, sud- 
denly hovered over them. “Whoo, who- 
whoo, whoo, whoo,” went the horned 
owl as it dropped into their midst. When 
it had drifted silently off, the largest of 
the young woodchucks was gone. There- 
after they were very cautious when they 
came out at night. Another time, as 
Mother Woodchuck came out of the 
den she put her foot on a rusty piece 
of metal.. There was a vicious click, and 
a steel trap closed on her foreleg. But 
Mother Woodchuck was strong and the 
trap small, so she soon pulled her foot 
out. After that she was careful about 
stepping on strange objects. For several 
weeks the.young ones grew rapidly, with- 
out any more accidents. 

Then one day the clover was cut. Now 
to get food they had to go farther from 
the round hole with the sandy doorstep 
that meant home. Also they could be 
seen easily by their many enemies. One 
day a tall figure- with a stick was seen 
coming towards them. The mother 
whistled her alarm-note and hurried for 
home with all but, one of her family, 
This one wanted one more nibble of 
clover. . The tall figure raised its stick, 
there was a sharp crack and the farmer’s 
boy ran, forward to pick up his. first 
woodchuck.. Now there were only three 
young ones, but they had learned their 
lesson and profited by the’ fate of their 
brother and sister. 

A long white bayonet of cloud had 
pierced the heart of the dawn. The 
eastern clouds of the night sky took on an 
old rose tint. The bayonet became tip- 
ped with blood, and all the clouds were 
edged with pink. Gradually the rose 
gave way to an orange-pink, and the 
sky caught fire. The bayonet, cleansed 
by the sun-fire, whitened and the _ at- 
mosphere mellowed: Then the great 
golden arc of the sun appeared over 
the tree-fringed horizon.* 

Up the brookside path in the wonder- 
ful dawn-hour rippled the long dark 
form of a mink. Ahead of him the 
sandy doorsteps of the whistlepigs 
showed against the jade-green hillside 
of clover. The mink’s little beady eyes 
reddened as he saw, the young ones nib- 
bling their breakfast. The mother was 
nowhere in sight, and he was hungry. 
All night he had hunted without success. 
Across the field he went, his body doubling 
up and straightening out at every bound 
like an enormous measuring worm. 

As he leaped at the throat of the 
small woodchuck it gave a shrill whistle 
of fear. Out of the hole scrambled 
Mother Woodchuck and galloped straight 
at the mink, no match for it save in 
courage. The mink let go of the young 
woodchuck, and dodging the mother’s 
lumbeting charge, sprang at her throat 
but missed. Over and over they went, 
first the the mink and then the wood- 
chuck on top. The mink, like every 
other member of the weasel family, tried 
again and again for the deadly throat- 
hold, but the woodchuck’s short neck 
and thick fur made it a difficult hold 
to secure. Suddenly in the struggle the 
woodchuck found her muzzle close to 
the ridge of the mink’s narrow arched 
back. With a crunch her powerful jaw 
pierced through the mink’s spine, kill- 
ing. it almost instantly. 

hen, puffing and panting, she lum- 
bered out to the clover-field. 


Haverrorp, PA. 
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Jree. Send for it at once. 
name and address right new —a 
copy of this important book; awit. 








| What is sanctification? 
This. question is answered on 
page 1353 of the 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 


Helps at all the hard places. in the 
le on Sere y ere they oc- 
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH | 
35 West 32d Street, - - - - New York 
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Children’s Day Music 


“In the Way He Should Go” is our new service 
by Edith Sanford Tillotson and C. Harold Low- 
den and we believe it to be better than last year’s 
servite which was our most successful effort. Our 
advance orders are for 185,000 copies and there 
will be more. You will need appropriate solos 
duets, quartets and anthems. Write us. QU EEN 
CALENDAR AT HOMEisa new Young Peo- 
ple’s Cantata for any part of the year. It is by 
the ahove named writers and is a dandy. 35c each, 
$3.00 the doz. Ask for a sample. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 
15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 
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tells how you can get cash for 


your property by using The 
Simplex Plans for Selling 


Real Estate which have already sold more than 5,000 properties of a 

kinds throughout the United States and Canada. No matter what kind 
of a property you have, or where it is located, these successful Plans 
show you how to sell it yourself, without employing agents or paying com- 
Farms, residences, building lots, ranches, timber 
and mineral lands, mountain camps, seashore cottages, business, property 
of all kinds, including hotels, garages, stores, medical and dental practices, 
etc., etc., can be marketed successfully by this scientific system. 
spend a minute's time, an ounce of effort or a cent of money trying to 
make a sale without first getting and reading this important book, and 
learning how to sell your property guickly, economically.and at the 


Don’t 


The reading of this book has saved property owners hundreds and thousands of dollars 

in fees and commissions, and it can do the same for you. 
You have everything ad, pow and nothing 

stal wi 

t cost or dbligation of any kind. 


THE SIMPLEX COMPANY Dept. 250 ‘1133 Broadway, New York 


This book is sept adsolutely 
to lose. Send your 


do—and you will receive by return mail a 


he Sunday School 


Philadelphia, April 3, 1920 


Subscription: Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. . ; 
$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 


package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate:* 

One copy, one year, $2, and s0 cents -ad- 
ditional for postage. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 





‘yearly or half-yearly ‘subscriptions at the 


above rate, the paper to be. mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Downie 
can also supply the other publications of The 
Sunday School Times Company. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
newenil, the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



















~ > ee ee 


: 
mess $ 





5 











— 


pl ee 
‘ ~_ 








eX 
2? 


so hg gente me: Hs Tee: 3 











For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 





A GREAT building is in course of 
construction. . Additional laborers 
are sorely needed —hod-carriers, brick- 
layers, carpenters, plumbers, and other 
workmen. Laborers are advertised -for, 
and many respond. They come with 
varying qualifications, some fitted for ser- 
vice in one part of the building, others in 
other parts. Does each man in work 
where he thinks his services are needed, 
without respect to- the superinfend- 
ent’s judgment of his qualifications, 
and definite direction as to his particu- 
lar case? Is God’s work less important 
where souls and eternity are involved? 
Is haphazardness here any more excus- 
able? Is God less intelligent than man? 


April 12 to 18 

Mon.—Judges 6: 1-10. Israel Oppressed. 

The call from without. Israel's piti- 
ful condition constituted the nation’s 
terrible need, and this in turn consti- 
tuted the call from without. Just so 
to-day, almost every nation of the earth 
is consciously or unconsciously a Mace- 
donia crying up to God: “Come down 
and help us! Pome down and help us!” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
many fields pitiful in their oppression 
and need: orea, S*heria, Armenia, a 


large part of Russia, Poland, much of 
Europe, Arabia, Africa. Pray for the 
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BASTIAN BROS. CO., 





SAFE INVEST- 
MENT SERVICE 


For 25 years we have 
paid 6@ on Time Certifi- 
cates which are always Ff: 
at par—alwaysworth FF 

i ©roo cents on the dollar plus interest. Interest 
checks mailed January and July. RS 
H If you have saved as little as $25 you ought FF 


to know about this old, reliable company. 


Write for Booklet 
** 6% and Safety’’ 


f] The Calvert Mortgage Company fF 
| 870-Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. |’ 


BRONZE tasters 


Free Beok of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Brenze Foundry 
(Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


















146 Gactian Gidg., Rochester, H. ¥. 


Catholic-oppressed countries of Latin 
America, 
Tues.—Judges 6: 11-24. Gideon’s Call. 

The call from within. Nowhere in 
the. Bible are we taught that outward 
need alone constitutes all e is of 
the call, There must be definite personal 
dealing and inward summons, else end- 
less confusion would result. Sanctified 
common sense and God’s Word ee as 
. this. God has his blueprint of every 

¢. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for God- 
called, Christ-constrained and directed, 
and Spirit-qualified laborers «for every 
field... Pray that grace and wisdom be 
given to parents, pastors, teachers, mis- 
sionary boards and others responsible 
for the training of such laborers. 
Wed.—Judges 6: 25-32. Gideon’s Fidelity. 

The call responded to. Gideon an 
Paul were alike in that neither stopped 
to confer with flesh and blood (Gal. 1: 
16), but responded immediately, Pro- 
crastination robs God’s cause of many 
an otherwise useful career. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that those 
who hear the call may receive proper 
—_ and counsel and encouragement, in 
order that they may neither behind 
nor run ahead of God’s will. Pray that 
the desperate need of earth’s ungospeled 
millions may be impressed anew upon 
thousands of Christian hearts. 


Thurs.—Judges 6: 33-48. Gideon Encouraged. 

The call divinely attested. “Going 
Slow with God” is the title of a widely- 
circulated leaflet. Gideon did not pro- 
crastinate, but he did make sure of his 
credentials. He who knows he is in 
God’s will, atid who moves forward ac- 
cordingly, is absolutely invincible, for 
the battle is not his, but the Lord’s. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
agency of world evangelization: Bible 
societies, colporteur associations, denom- 
inational and independent missionary 
boards, . faith movements, prison and 
poorhouse societies, lumber camp and 
mining region efforts, and city and rural 


4 evangelism. 


ee ale ae: - ekhoten eae 
The pry of Gideon's Band. 


The call approved before men. It is 
not like God to ¢all a man into his ser- 
vice and then desert him. What he be- 
gins he .finishes (Phil. 1:6). And the 
more- pronounced the call, as in Gideon’s 
case, the more marked God’s seal. of 
approval, but always on condition of 
implicit obedience. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
discouraged Christian worker, for those 
who doubt: their call or who think. they 
see no fruitage from their labors. Ask 
God to. give to all such a new spirit of 
consecration and prayer, “staying” them- 
selves only “upon God” (See Isaiah 50:7, 
10; Luke 18:1; Galatians 6:9.) 

Sat.— 1 Samuel 16 : 1-13. David’s Call. 

The call exemplified in David’s cuse. 
He who is sure of his divine credentials 
is doubly armed for the spiritual con- 
flicts of his God-chosen career. He 
stands undaunted, as did David; though 
oftentimes sorely tested and perchance 
cast down. God deals impartially. Every 
man may know. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who have borne “the burden and heat of 
the day,” the worn-out, the furloughed, 
the humanly superannuated. Pray that 
they may see that Gop never superannu- 
ates. hen too old for arduous service 
on the field, He gives restful service in 
the prayer closet or sick chamber. 
Sun.—Hebrews 11 ; 23-30. Power of Faith. 

The call triumphant through faith. 
“Whatsoever is born of God overcometk 

- and this is the victory that over- 
cometh ... even our faith X1 John 5: 
4). Why? Because “born of God.” Such 
a faith, “working by love” (Gal. 5:6), 
never has failed, does not fail now, and 
never will fail. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
will g.ve every pastor and teacher, every 
missionary and evangelist, every Chris- 
tian worker of every kind, the very “faith 
of God” for every task of home or for- 
eign evangelization. Pray for all per- 
sonal workers and all evangelizing 
agencies, Pray for yourself, Sor the 
Church, for all men everywhere. Pray 
for Israel. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








ry 




































































Printed on American : e Paper 


TT. only genuine edition of the Red Letter Bible is 
the Authorized or Ki mga Shiri mys. > 
save for the variation of the in the type. Two color 
(Red and Black) are employed, in accordance with 
simple plan devised i oe ie 


Originator of the 
Holy Scriptures. — 


Dr. Louis the 
ad Letted. peti” aoylal ts 
What is a Red Letter Bible ? 


1. In the Old Testament the passages 
quoted by our Lord, or directly related 
to incidents to which he referred, are | ' 
Printed in Red. 


2. In the New Testament, the words |. 
universally accepted as those of the +e: 
Saviour are Printed in Red. 





3. A Red Star (x) immediately fol- 
lowing a verse in the Old Testament 
indicates that the verse embodies a pro- 

hetic reference to Christ as the coming 


essiah. 


The CHRISTIAN HERALD 
Red Letter Bible. contains; Pi. 


O19 Pape tor WO Tenable = 
284 “*. for the New Testament _ so 

32 “ - Bible Readers’ aids and helps oo ie 
_—_!6 Maps in colors : 7 
1251 Total Pages 


The text is set in Bold-Face Minion, espe- 
cially designed for this work. This gem of a 
Bible, smal! in bulk, light in weight, very legible and very durable, weighs 
only 20 ounces. It is bound in American Bible Leather, overlapping 
edges, red-under-gold, with silk mbbon marker, and makes altogether the 
handiest and most satisfactory Bible now on the market, iF 


You will find in each issue of the Christian Herald : 


An interesting short story, clean ond rot the kind of a story you will read without 
kayla uve the paper, the kind, too, that you will want every member of thie family 


to 
T f ise, dependable world’s news, liberally illustrated. 
Six editerisls, kegel which will be contributed by well-known men, and inciudi : 
one by Dr. Charles M. Sheldon, illuminating the news and the life of to-day, inspiring { 
the way to a better to-morrow. 
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inspiring sermon. 
Seven Daily Meditations, packed full of comfort, ard new visions, 
bogs je ‘nape 5 awe bat naherg 
One of stories or which only Sangster can write. 
A of aehcars (ekg women iain Mrs, Sarah Walath Lyons, 
A beautiful cover, 20 fine that many will fr i 


ame if, 
A dozen or more little articles of appecdang ove Aree RRs Beye hahoae 
in the sehool and Sunday School and for young people in their societies, stories for 


dren, anecdotes for all. ceweRAL SPECIAL ARTICLES 
PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED 


During the year, four serials by well-known authors in advance cf their publication 
in book form. 


We send this SUPERB BIBLE, together with 
THE CHRISTIAN HERALD for one whole year, for $5.00 


Think of it, for only $2.00 over the regular subscription to The Chistian Herald you 
can secure this splendid Bible. It is the greatest Bible value we have ever been able to offer. 


The Christian Herald, separately, one year...... $3.00 if 
Special introductory offer, seventeen weeks for 1.00 
The Bible sold separately ....................cccceseees 3.50 


“THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 


808 Bible House, - New York City 
oe } ¢ 

















